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Wimmera Sightings 


We were fortunate to be able to enjoy a week’s holiday 
in the Grampians in early December in preparation for 
the Christmas rush, and took advantage of the oppor- 
tunity to visit some friends who have recently moved 
to Horsham. Their house just happens to face right 
onto the main railway track on the outskirts of the 
town, affording an excellent vantage point for train- 
watching. Our friend, a Uniting Church minister, did 
not choose the house and suffered many sleepless 
nights in the first few weeks of residence, being woken 
up every hour by passing freight trains not to mention 
incessant truck traffic on the highway. His prayer that 
he would soon be able to sleep through the noise has 
thankfully been answered. 

My wife was quite happy to stay with our friends and 
mind our eighteen month-old son for the afternoon, so 
I took advantage of the opportunity to do a round-up 
of train operations in the area. Our first sighting for 
Tues.9.12 was N455 City of Albury with N set and D 
van at 1230 on the 0755 Down Dimboola pass., 
returning through Horsham around 14 00 on the Up. 
N class locos are now quite regular on this service, with 
A class not uncommon too. The service is generally 
well patronised as is the through bus to Adelaide. 
V/Line plans to introduce a through train service to 
Adelaide by day during 1987. Although it is stated that 
this will run in addition to the Overland, one cannot 
help being a bit sceptical that this might be part of the 
plan to lure passengers away from the night train to the 
point where V/Line can justify withdrawing the sleeper 
service which, of course, is more costly. I hope we can 
take V/Line’s promises at face value, but there is often 
a ‘hidden agenda’ in railway decisions. 

At around 14 30 I headed down to Horsham station 
to check things out. The station itself has only just 
recently undergone a facelift with new airconditioned 
passenger waiting facilities provided, of the now usual 
high standard. The freightgate is still operating, despite 
the threatened closure (foreshadowed in the August 
. State budget) of all country freight centres. The SM 

Said there had not been a Jet through since early that 
_ morning, but a busy night was expected. At the 
freightgate, staff were busy loading wagons in prepara- 
tion for the roadside goods due in shortly. 

In the yard were VIQY/VTQZ oil wagons x 2, 
VLCX bogie vans x 10, VFNX bogie tarp. wagon. A 
further 10 x VIQZ/VTQY/VTQX oil wagons were 
being shunted onto the other two by the rail tractor, 
together with a VOBX bogie open wagon. In a siding at 
the west end of the yard was a string of eight VOWA 
bogie open wagons of the old timber construction sten- 
cilled for sleeper traffic only. 

At 15 00, S310 trundled into the yard light engine, 
having run down Up Dimboola where it would have 
stabled after running a Down goods early this morning. 
About an hour of interesting shunting followed, with 
the final composition being a VFJX bogie flat, bogie 
oils x 14, VLCX vans x 4, VFNX, loco. The late arrival 
of a truckload of wool necessitated shunting an extra 
three empty VLCXs for loading on the 10th. I was 
informed that the oil wagons were empties bound for 
Corio. Apparently rail provides most of the Wim- 
mera’s fuel supplies, distributed by road from 
Horsham. The vans were a mixture of full and 
empties, with common loadings being beer, biscuits 
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and wool — all palletised for forklift loading. Freight 
tonnages have naturally dropped in recent years due to 
road competition and rail unreliability and the freight- 
gate workers told me of the better times only three or 
four years ago when they'd be loading vans till 19 00. 
Nowadays there is only one goods train per day (apart 
from Jets and wheaties) arriving on the Down around 
05 00 and departing for Melbourne in late afternoon. 
They were hopeful that the new ‘Fastfreight’ service to 
be introduced in February 1987 would improve busi- 
ness. Today’s goods would pick up and drop off 
wagons at the major towns en route to Melbourne via 
Geelong. S310 was ready to depart at around 16 30, but 
I left shortly before this for Warracknabeal. | 

An earlier phone call had revealed that a wheat train 
was shunting at Beulah and expected at Warracknabeal 
at around 16 30, which is when [I arrived to find the sta- 
tion yard dead. Apparently a silo blockage at Beulah 
had delayed proceedings by 90 minutes, so I took time 
to inspect the very substantial wheat storage facilities at 
Warrackside, one kilometre out of town. Nineteen 
VHGYs were being loaded in one of the sidings. 

Warracknabeal township has that ‘wild west’ feeling 
about it and has obviously declined in importance over 
the years. Trainwise, the only traffic nowadays is 
wheat, with perhaps a goods on rare occasions. A rail 
tractor was in the station yard, but no wagons, as all the 
wheat activity takes place at Warrackside; and as for 
passengers, they go by bus! 

I decided to head towards Beulah at 17 45 but had 
gone only a couple of miles when I came across our 
expected train — G513 hauling 31 VHGYs. On arrival 
at Warrackside, the G shunted the extra 19 wagons 
onto its train, making a total of 50. It then proceeded to 
the station yard and waited till 18 45 before departing 
for Murtoa. While awaiting its departure, I chatted to 
two farmers loading an old signal post onto a truck. 
They felt that V/Line had certainly improved grain 
haulage in recent years, but the farmers have paid for it 
by way of the grain levies, which have helped finance 
the construction of the VHGYs. If the rural com- 
munity had to pay its way, then so should the city com- 
muters, they felt. Obviously the huge losses made by 
the suburban rail system were not going unnoticed in 
the country. Farmers were particularly upset at the 
closure of many of the light branch wheat lines, which 
will result in extensive damage to roads and more acci- 
dents by the huge trucks needed to haul wheat to the 
Central Receival Points. 

G513 made the 54 km trip to Murtoa in 65 minutes, 
giving an average speed of around 50 km/h, not fast by 
any standards. These locos do handle the loads 
effortlessly however. The orange diesel and long 
yellow wagons are an impressive site in the undulating 
wheatfields, though not nearly so interesting or 
romantic as a flat-top T class struggling with a load of 
4-wheel GHs. I took a photo in brilliant sunshine as the 
train passed through Sheephills, a rustic hamlet where 
five silos dominate two period weatherboard houses, a 
mechanics’ institute, the CFA and a disused pub. 
There is a siding here, but no wagons, as was the case 
also at Nullan and Minyip. 

Arrival at Murtoa was 19 50, where G524 was wait- 
ing to join 513 for the run through to Portland. The 
grades necessitate double heading even of these most 
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powerful locomotives. But first some more VHGYs 
were to be added, then a crew change, brake test and 
departure at 22 00. In the yard at Murtoa were T364 
and VHGYs x 20 plus several others lined up at Mar- 
malake — the huge grain storage facility adjacent to the 


station yard. Marmalake is the largest wheat storage in 


the State according to Murtoa staff. T364 would be tak- 
ing empty VHGYs out next morning to Warracknabeal 


and Hopetoun and returning the same day, as had 
_G513 today. There is currently one train on this line 


daily and this will increase to two as the wheat season 
winds up to full strength. 

Murtoa station has not yet had any upgrading of 
passenger facilities and I do not know if such is even 
planned. With a population of only 1,000 it is lucky 
even to have a passenger service by today’s pattern of 
operations — probably the only things that have saved 
it are its location on the main western line and its 
strategic importance as a wheat centre. 

Apparently one Jet had gone through whilst I had 
been at Warracknabeal. It was now 2020 and from 


| here on, there was plenty of action. I had only a few 


seconds to prepare to photograph X51 and C508 as 
they roared through on an Adelaide-bound Jet of 42 
vehicles. This train must have made a cross west of 
Murtoa, as an Up Jet came through at 20 40 headed by 
C507(V/Line)/C506(VR) — 32 vehicles. 

At this point I headed back to Horsham for a meal, 


| only to find BL35 at 21 00 leaving the eastern outskirts 


of this city with an Up Jet of 23 vehicles, having just 
crossed X51/C508. Dinner followed and then it was 
back to Horsham station to meet the 20 00 arrival of 
the 17 26 Down Dimboola pass. $303(VR) arrived on 
time with the usual N set and van and discharged a 
good number of passengers and vangoods. This train is 


now about the only passenger service to be regularly 
hauled by an S class and it will be sad to see the demise 
of these magnificent units from passenger trains. 

Two more interstate freights were to follow: 
932 (green) /940(red) at 23 10 on the Up with a load of 
30 wagons, mostly open or flat; and X48(VR)/ 
957(red) on the Down with 21 vehicles at 00 15 (run- 
ning 30 minutes late). Then at 01 05 the Down Over- 
land arrived with X50(V/Line)/931 (green) hauling 2 
motorail wagons and 11 cars. Few passengers got on or 
off, as most sensible people would be asleep by now! It 
is easy to see that a daylight service would be prefer- 
able for country populations like Horsham, whereas 
the overnight service is better for capital-to-capital tra- 
vellers. I'd had enough by this stage and decided to 
turn in for a few hours sleep, broken by approximately 
four freight trains and the Up Overland before dawn. 

So what about the other branch lines in the district? 
Well, the SM at Horsham told us that the section East 
Natimuk-Goroke was officially closed on 8.12.86. The 
section between Horsham and East Natimuk is to be 
rebuilt for heavier wheat traffic but is temporarily 
closed this season as the line is in terrible condition. 
We drove out to East Natimuk and confirmed this. 
The place is deserted — stripped of life — except for 
the large towering wheat silos presumably to become a 
CRP under the CANAC plan. Lubeck to Marnoo has 
of course been closed for a considerable time, but 
Dimboola to Yaapeet is still open but only for wheat 
traffic, and there was not even any of this at the time 
we were here. 

For those wishing to see the action at Horsham, they 
say the best days are Tuesday to Friday from around 
08 00 to midnight — or however late you feel like stay- 
ing up! 


G513, T381 and Y157 storm Armstrong Bank on No.370 Up wheat extra at 19 15, Mon.6.1.86. (Graham Withers) 


Sampling a Victorian Rail Pass sus wsau 


Using the new Victoria Pass it gave me the chance to 
travel all over Victoria. All journey times are listed. 
Journey No.1 was west to Dimboola which the Pass 
began on Fri.28.11.86. X39 docked N8&(24ACN- 
35BRN-22BN). Departure was on time — 0755. 
South Kensington found 46-937 returning light to 
Dynon after travelling from Adelaide on an Up freight. 
A 17 minute run to Newport which was passed at 
08 12. Numerous passengers trains were passed along 
the way to North Geelong. A very fast run was 
recorded to Warrenheip, and slowing down to Ballarat. 
A stop was made right outside Ballarat loco depot and 
the only locos present were Y152 and flat top T321. 
The wait was caused by the Up Dimboola using the 
main platform. Departure from Ballarat was on time at 
09 52. T356 was found at Great Western Loop but 
nothing else was found at the other loops along the 
way. Arrival at Dimboola was at 1241, only one 
minute behind the schedule. Three T class locos were 
found in Dimboola yard, T358, 402 and 378. The 
Daylink bus from Adelaide arrived at 13 15. Departure 
from Dimboola was on time at 13 40 and arrival at 
Spencer St was on time at 18 38. 


Journey No.2 was to Bairnsdale on the Gippslander 


on Sat.29.11. The ‘Gippy’ departed from platform 13 at 
08 27. N458 was the power. N classes are common on 
this service these days. Two N sets were utilised with 
one set exclusively for the bike patrons. Time was lost 
along the way. At Traralgon Loco the following locos 
were spotted: S315, T402 and a few more locos which 
were not observed. T401 and 400 were attached as 
N458 detached. At Fernbank the first Up empty car- 
riage movement was crossed with a V/Line anda VR T 


class. Arrival at Bairnsdale was at 12 41. LH32 and 33 
were stabled in the No.3 road waiting for the other 
specials to arrive. Departure from Bairnsdale was on 
time at 13 20. But time was lost at Stratford while wait- 
ing for the third and fourth specials. The third was 
already waiting but we waited for the fourth which was 
already in the section. Time was lost to Traralgon but 
N458 made 5 minutes up and arriving at Spencer St 
17 35. 

Journey No.3 was to Albury on the Daylight on 
Mon.1.12. A foreign loco was used, No.42212. Depar- 
ture was one behind schedule at 08 41. G518 was 
crossed on the Up Melbourne Express in the Bunbury 
St tunnel. Ten minutes were gained along the way and 


arrival at Albury station was at 12 10, 10 early. N465 | 


was Sitting in the broad gauge platform awaiting the © 
departure of its train. A collection of locos were spotted © 


in Albury Loco. G516, 42209, 42214, 4419, 4469, 
4823, 4872. Then 42219 arrived on the Up Daylight 
and departed at 16 48. G517 was at Wodonga Loop, 


8166 at Alumatta, 8173 Longwood, 8167 Donny- | 


brook, 8177 Somerton. 
Journey No.4 was to Bacchus Marsh on the Sunday 


afternoon train to Ballarat. The locos were G514-A79- | 


B69 (also being diverted by the Bunbury St tunnel and 


the goods lines) and arriving in Bacchus Marsh at 


17 21. The Up pass. arrived and departed at 17 37. 
Other journeys were made but they were only of a 

minor nature to Bacchus Marsh and Geelong. $99.50 is 

the fare for an adult and $49.50 for children and con- 


cession card holders. This Pass is not valid on the | 


Sydney or Melbourne Express or on the Overland but 
can be used on the Vinelander, but it still represents 


8171 at Kilmore East with the Down /ntercapital Daylight Express. Fri.2.1.87. (John Dare) 
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P12 working the 16 20 Down Bacchus Marsh pass. near Footscray. Thurs.15.1.87. (John Buckland) 


| good value for two weeks first class travel. Tickets can 
be purchased at main country stations at V/Line 
Travel, and at the booking office at Spencer St and 


Flinders St stations. 


Journey No.1: Melbourne - Dimboola 


| MARCH 1987 


Sched. — Actual 

Spencer St ..........0.00ee eee 0755 0755 
Newport ........... 000 e eee ee eee 0812 0812 
Werribee ...........0 0c eee eee ee 0825 0823 
COTO Sesvvsdieew are bck ORE Say 0842 0842 
North Geelong ‘‘A”” ............ 0849 0850 
Meredith. «ccs eesseeeseacaas 0916 0917 
Ballarat ......... ATT. cote Rides 0949 0949 
Ballarat ......... dep. ......... 0952 0952 
Windermere ...........--00000- 10 04 10 08 

Y Drawalla: eos csiawew gad eeteaeateogy dobbas 1016 1016 
| Beaufort ......... 00... cee eee ee 10 23 10 23 
| Ararat .......... AIT Das caus Sees 1055 1057 
| Ararat.......0.. dep. ......... 10 57 10 58 
_ Great Western ..............00. 1112 1112 
Stawell ......... ATT. cucicss Ge vee 1116 1116 
Stawell ......... AEDs ceceasuieos 1118 1118 
UbDECK gees ata es ig eres aaa 1142 1142 

b IMU ay eect de icdads = Goo nai 1155 11 55 
| Horsham: wi3 agacexaiwannracends 1218 1218 
| Dimboola....... @IT. wo... ee aes 1240 1241 
| Dimboola....... EDs ecesivaci< 1340 1340 
Horsham ...........0000 eee ee 1406 1406 

| (Murtoad: Gees pace ees'n gs 14 27 14 29 
| Lubeck .......... 0.00 cece eee eee 1438 1438 


Great Western 


North Geelong “A” ......... 


15 08 
15 09 
15 30 
16 00 
16 08 
16 26 
16 42 
16 45 
17 13 
17 38 
17 47 
18 04 
18 21 
18 38 


Journey No.2: Melbourne - Bairnsdale 
Sched. 


15.03 
15.09 
15 30 
16 00 
16 08 
16 21 
16 29 
16 45 
1712 
17 36 
17 45 
18 05 
18 21 
18 38 


Actual 


08 25 
08 32 
08 47 
09 05 
09 22 
09 34 
09 45 
09 53 
10 01 
10 06 
10 14 
10 27 
10 47 
11.03 


08 26 
08 30 
08 46 
09 11 
09 27 
09 38 
09 49 
09 54 
1007 
10 13 
10 22 
10 37 
10 55 
11 03 
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$312 with the 06 55 Up Dimboola pass. on Stawell Bank. Sat.28.1.84. (Paul Jordan) 


Sal@icc eas di data deen Bee hS 1126 8=1126 
Stratford sc. 4ccest coccncnuia nena 11 42 11 42 
Bairnsdale ...... ALT ss. dt irust ances, & 12 25 12 34 
Bairnsdale ...... dep. ey x 13 20 13 20 
Stratlord ns idsac wes do aed earn oes 1403 14 21 
Sal€? os cendecddeces eer cune Sade 1421 14 38 
Rosedale ........... 0.00.0 e eee 144] 14 58 
Traralgon ..............0 000000. 1510 15 24 
Morwell ies viaee idee Meade taan 15 22 15 36 
WY (6) =e 15 35 15 49 
Trafalgar .. 0.0.0... eee eee 15 42 15 56 
NATTALON ce sens tameovncmovonduneterieas 15 47 16 00 
Warragul ........... 0. cece eee 1556 1609 
Drouin ........ 0.00.00. cee 16 02 16 16 
Bunyip ....... 0. cece eee eee 1611 16 25 
Pakenham ..............00 0000 16 25 16 37 
Dandenong .................... 16 41 16 54 
Caulfield ............. 0.0.0 eee ee 1659 17 18 
Flinders St .......... cece eee eee 1715 17 26 
Spencer St iiacscvvevagasoseawes 17 32 17 30 
Journey No.3: Melbourne - Albury 

Sched. Actual 
SPENCER St. 4 sien dh yn eid eka 0840 0840 
SUNSHINE. 2.444.040 ca vagae de cae 0900 0903 
McIntyre .......... cece eee eee 0905 0909 
Tullamarine .................... 09 11 09 13 
Donnybrook ................08. 0928 0931 
Broadford ..................00005 0954 0955 
Longwood .............00 eee 10 30 10 30 
Violet Town ...............000.. 10 50 10 47 
Betialla: cic aaiacey cactiee etek ancons 11 06 1101 
Glenrowan ..............0 000005 11 20 11 14 
Alumatta ..................000. 1127 11 22 
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Chiltern «.c.cc4 pasieae dadesdau ede 1150 =11 44 
Wodonga ............ 00. c eee eee 12 05 11 58 
ALBURY: feoicesiaite anon ernmnsenteclewae's 1220 1210 
AIDUEY  ticdc bid ddl eadaes gare 1648 1648 
Wodonga ...............---+00: 1658 1703 
Chilteth 6 dSaccwicieniactaeawki ele kin 1735 1750 
Alumatta .cccccuca severe esheets 17 35 17 40 
Glenrowan ................0000. 17 44 17 58 
Benalla. en tns saceidtaumecaiedind bane 18 01 18 04 
Violet Town ................0008 18 12 18 14 
Longwood ................0005. 1830 §=©18 30 
Broadford: 4. cacssicira vids ded abe ees 19 08 19 06 
Donnybrook ...............0005 19 35 1931. 
Somerton ................00000. 19 43 19 55 
MCINtyre) scccnternds Baa eae Mak 1954 2008 
SUNSHINE! is.i8 sev ce sdb pecednengead 1958 2012 
South Dynon ................... 2008 2019 
SPCMCEL-SE x sg shea Biv aeoe ee Meteo cen 2020 2027 


Journey No.4: Melbourne - Bacchus Marsh 
Sched. Actual 


SPENCE’ St. cdsuciiieatcssaedec hat. ana 1615 16 15 
SUNSHINE “s.cscesy ede nhasckaw ea os 16 46 16 30 
Deer Park ....... 0.000 ccc eee e eee 16 51 16 35 
Rockbank gacc0ce2.seseulecenccad 1700 =16 43 
Melton 2... cccccec sees ee eeeeees 1707 16 50 
Bacchus Marsh .. arr........... 17 21 1702 _ 
Bacchus Marsh .. dep. ......... 17 37 17 37 
Melton ....................000. 1750 = =1750 | 
Rockbank ................000005 1755 +1755 
Deer Park i065 ccc cea eect cea s 18 03 18 03 
Sunshine .............. 0.00000. 18 10 18 10 
Spencer St .............. 0000005 18 35 18 25 
NEWSRAIL 


Tait Parcels Vans 


Summary: 


To keep a separate profile from the passenger services 
Newport Workshops were given authority to construct 
two double-ended parcels vans numbered 1 and 2 CM. 
Upon completion they were delivered in June, 1921. 
They resembled two Tait motors cut in half and then 
joined together with the two driving ends facing out- 
wards. The vans were given a roster to service most of 
the metropolitan network and were used on a regular 
basis. 


Within a year a third van was constructed because 
the service was very successful. 


The introduction of the parcels vans not only 
relieved the passenger services of parcels duties but 
handled them more efficiently and promptly. 
_ Therefore timekeeping was far better for passenger 
services. Parcel traffic increased greatly and in 1925 
two more parcels vans were built. Soon after the fourth 
and fifth vans had entered the service nearly all 
metropolitan parcels traffic was handled by this means. 


A sixth van was built and added to the fleet in 1932 
to be used mainly as a spare. After 
re-numbering, this was the only parcels van to keep its 
original number, 156M. 156M is now used as a 
shunter’s van in the Jolimont yards, wearing the green 
and gold Met colours. 


DAVID ATKINSON 


The Renumbering System: 
Between 1955 and 1964 the parcels vans were renum- 
bered as shown below: 


157M — 10CM 
162M — 11CM 
163M — 12CM 
164M — 13CM 
159M — 14CM 
158M — 1SCM 


(156M remained) 


Another change occurred at around the same time. It 
was the painting of the parcels vans in blue and gold 
livery, similar to that of the Harris train exterior 
colours. 

For sixty-five years the parcels vans have served 
Melbourne well, performing as their name suggests, 
fast, safe, reliable and economic. Unfortunately at this 
time, none of the parcels van fleet is being used (road 
transport is being used). The possibility of any further 
scheduled work for the old vans looks grim. 3CM is sit- 
ting in Jolimont after being involved in a shunting acci- 
dent. 2CM is at Newport waiting to be taken to the 
ARHS Museum in North Williamstown. And 5CM 
should be going to ElecRail. As no final decision has 
been made yet, railway enthusiasts can only hope that 
one day the old vans will ride the rails of Melbourne 
again. 


Parcel vans, 12CM, 13CM, 10CM and 4CM, stand idle at Spencer St parcels dock, while their future remains 


uncertain. Mon.15.9.86. (M Vandyk) 
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On the 06 30 Freightgate Pilot 


Pilots are hated by most drivers and loco-assistants, 
but to a rail-enthusiast, model railroader and loco- 
assistant they are an ideal way to spend eight hours 
‘working’ for a living. One week I was lucky to be on 
roster 34, a week of pilots. Sunday was ‘if required’, 
and I was required for the 09 30 Canal yard pilot, 
where we spent the day shunting containers in the 
Canal yard, ‘ripping apart’ the Up Jets as they came in 
and taking a rake of containers out to Swanson Dock. 
Monday was ‘sign on 06 05 for the trimmer’, but alas 
the hump operates only on night shift, so I was put on 
Dock No.2 pilot, which was cancelled and I ended up 
on the wash-cars from Spencer St to Jolimont yard to 
be scrubbed-up. On Tuesday I was on the Dynon pilot, 
which works at North Dynon and the bogie-exchange, 
as well as shunting at TNT/Contrans. Wednesday I 
was on the Canal pilot again, where apart from working 
in the Canal we made up the 12 35 Jet (9119). 

Other pilots include the standard gauge goods pilot, 
hump and trimmer freightgate, and the roustabout 
pilot which operates in the Canal, east, centre, and 
west yards as well as Arden St and the freightgate 
(sheds) as required. 

On Thurs.13.11, I was rostered to sign on Dynon at 


-06 10 for the 06 30 freightgate pilot. On arrival at 


Dynon at 06 00 I signed on, read the notice board and 
waited for my driver. When he arrived we drove over 
to West Tower, parked our cars and walked up to 
centre yard. Our engine was Y116, a very dirty, but 
nevertheless, blue and gold VR loco. The driver 
walked around the loco to check to see if it had eight 
wheels! I released the handbrake, checked in the long- 
end nose to make sure the end of train marker was 
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there and that it flashed okay and that a jumper-cable 
was supplied. I then took the billy for a walk to the 
centre yard cabin, filled it with water and went back to 
the loco, where my driver was busy catching up with 
the news, reading the Age. Billy on hot-plate, check 
tool-kit, handlamp and two-man equipment, fill in the 
log-book and relax and wait for our shunters. Now is 
the time to read the log-book to see if Y116 has tra- 
velled the State, it had, Wolseley - Mildura - Yelta - 
Wodonga - Bendigo. 

The shunters arrived at 07 00, and they climbed on 
the step and we went ‘long-end’ to the centre yard 
cabin, where we sat and waited as the shunters went to 
find out their work for the morning. T390 arrived at 
07 20 to run the 08 00 Maribyrnong River goods which 
consisted of VQCXx5-VPCX-VQCXx2-G-VPCXx2- 
VQCXx3. With our pilot near T390 it was time for a 
photo, and so the K1000 was taken out and a few 
photos were secured. 

At 07 40 the shunters came out again and we started 
work. Amidst calls of ‘long-end’ ‘shortend’ ‘easeup’ 
and ‘red light’ (stop) we pulled a rake of VHCAs out of 
one road and put them in another; pulled a rake out of 
‘B’ balloon and kicked them into centre yard; pulled a 
rake out of ‘A’ balloon and kicked them into east yard 
(for 10 00 Traralgon), then back to centre yard to sort 
out more wagons and before you know it we had made 
up the 09 50 Shepparton, 10 20 Geelong and 1000 
Traralgon goods. 

We now headed for No.1 arrival road to pick up 
AOOXx2-AOSYx10 which were the leading vehicles 
of an Up Jet which arrived at 05 50. Y116 had trouble 
pumping up the air for this heavy rake, but eventually 


Y119 waits on the Canal pilot as Y117 leaves the Canal yard with a rake for the docks. 08 00, Wed.12.11.86. 


(Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Y116 on the freightgate pilot and T390 on the 08 00 Maribyrnong River goods in centre yard. 07 45, Thurs.13.11.86. 
(Gavin McLaughlan) 


we were right and we headed for the centre yard, under 
the hump, around the sharp ‘S’ bend, then up the 
short but steep grade into the centre yard we roared in 
eighth notch, sand pouring out on the track, but alas 
we stalled. The shunters throw their arms up in dispair, 
‘you’re right to set back on the freightgate’, said the 
West Tower signalman over the loud speakers. Back 
we went again, just under the hump and the shunters 
checked the sticking brake on one of the wagons. 
Eighth notch, more sand and we roared from under 
the hump, ground up the sand into centre yard, but 
alas the little engine that thought it could — couldn’t! 
and we stalled again. Back we pushed again but further 
back nearly to the arrivals, to get a good run at the 
~ bank. Third time lucky! Eighth notch, sand and plenty 
of noise we roared upgrade again, struggled at the top 
_ of the crest when the ten fully loaded soda-ash AOSYs 
were trying ‘to pull us downgrade, but we persevered 
and we finally made it into centre yard. 

We then cut off the AOSYs and pulled the two 
AOOXs up a bit further, cut off, grabbed a VQCX 
from ‘B’ balloon, coupled it to the AOOXs all bound 
for Webb Dock. Y116 then wandered off to ‘C’ bal- 
loon and picked up VOBXx8 and placed them at the 
sheds for loading. On our way back to centre yard we 
found T409 on the 09 50 Shepparton with a load of 
HD-AOOX-WBAX-VLCX-VFLX and S311 on 10 20 
~ Geelong goods with a rake of 30 empty VPCX-J- 
VHCA-VBBY wagons. 

It was now 1000, ‘tucker time’, so we wandered 
down to the end of the yard and went through the ‘hole 
in the wall’ in Flinders St (the street) for some food. 
We then ran past stored brake vans (next to No.1 shed 
and in the old ‘paper’ dock) and parked Y116 outside 
east tower. My driver went back to his paper, I boiled 
the billy, made a cup of coffee, then took my dim sims 
and my Pentax for a short walk around the yard to add 
to my photo collection. At the sheds a rake of VLCXs 
sat in the sun, I‘got some photos of the VR ones as well 
as some with old destinations like Orbost, K’burra, 
Shep., Moe, still faintly chalked on the doors. 
At the freightgate trucks came and went as they left 

their wares to be loaded into railway wagons or semi- 
trailers! Eight VLCX vans for Mildura, Ouyen and 
Maryborough were loaded with pallets of beer, biscuits 
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and large and small goods. Inside the shed, Horsham, 
Ararat, Ballarat and north-eastern goods were being 
loaded into VLCXs, while out the back all eastern 
(Sale, Traralgon, Morwell, Moe, Warragul, Korum- 
burra as well as Shepparton and Bendigo) were loaded 
into semi-trailers! In the open there were many open.. 
wagons, doors wide open with the destination chalked 
on the inside of the doors. The crane and forklifts 
loaded gas cylinders, beer kegs, machinery, paper rolls, 
etc., to be sent statewide. It’s all go at the freightgate, 
non-stop action! and it is on the pilot too. At 10 30 the 
shunters came out again eager for more work. We 
coupled up to AOOXx2-VQCX for Webb Dock and 
took them to the Canal yard. In the Canal yard was B65 
on an 11 30 special to Webb Dock. We shunted off our 
load, picked up a KMQ and went back to centre yard, 
then down to No.5 shed where the flour wagons from 
Albury and Ballarat are unloaded. Here we shunted on 
three VPFX and shunted off the KMQ. While shunt- 
ing here B65 arrived light-loco ex Webb Dock at 12 25. 
Also noted was that the old No:6 shed is now used as 
storage for Uncle Toby’s Muesli bars which used to be 
unloaded in No.4 shed. No.6 shed held VLCXx4 ex 
Wahgunyah and the whole of the large shed was full. 
Business is looking up. 

With three VPFX in tow we headed back to centre 
yard and left them in a siding. T390 arrived back from 
Maribyrnong River, picked up the ten AOSYs full of 
soda ash, and took them back to Maribyrnong. Y116 
went to No.16 arrival road, picked up the TNT/Con- 
trans containers ex 9128 Up Jet, and shunted them 
into the TNT siding. This done we went back to centre 
yard to clear the ‘EYRE’ (East Yard Repair 
Enclosure). We pulled out all the ‘fixed up’ wagons, 
and kicked them into various roads in centre yard, then 
we picked up a rake of red-blue and green carded 
wagons from ‘B’ balloon and shunted them into 
‘EYRE’. 

After sorting out more wagons in centre yard, the 
shift is nearing its end, and we left it to the afternoon 
freightgate pilot(s) to make up the evening trains. The 
shunters grabbed their bags, the fireman emptied the 
billy and the driver stopped Y116 in the dead-end sid- 
ing, the handbrake cranked on and we left the engine 
after a hard day’s work. 
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Train Watching in the North-East 


With the advent of rostered days off it is now possible 
for one to observe what one loves best and organise a 
day out train observing. 

On these particular days, usually Fridays, I spend my 
time chasing trains, either following the Up and Down 
trains on the Numurkah to Shepparton lines, which 
run parallel with the Goulburn Valley Hwy, or observ- 
ing train movements along the north-east lines at the 
small garden station at Violet Town. 

However, on Fri.5.9.86, I set about something 
different by following a train along the Katamatite 
branch. I rang the freightgate centre at Shepparton for 
information concerning train workings either on the 
Picola or Katamatite branches as I had the urge to 
follow a branch line goods on either one of the above 
mentioned lines. The information I received, revealed 
that a train had departed Shepparton for Dookie at 
09 15 and it was now 09 50. So with my camera in my 
car and fuel in my tank, I left Shepparton for Dookie at 
10 09. 

Upon arrival at Dookie I parked the car on the now 
forgotten platform and quickly observed the yard, not- 
ing that a section of the main line had sunk into the 
soft sandy ballast, with about 12 sleepers split on each 
side wedging upwards. I thought the train had not yet 
arrived, but an inquiry at the general store later 
revealed that it had passed through the township 
approx. 09 50 on its way to Katamatite. I thought great, 
an added bonus, as it was a rare opportunity to observe 
a train on this particular section, as trains only run on 
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an ‘if required’ basis since the cancellation of the 
scheduled Monday goods as from Mon.4.9.78. 

I continued towards Yabba North in a northerly 
direction with the line running parallel beside me 
following a sealed road which later becomes gravel all 
the way to Katamatite. A detour was made at Yabba 
North following a back road which I haven’t encoun- 
tered before, towards Youanmite. Running parallel 
with the line again the tiny settlement of Youanmite 
was reached. Here I confronted the train passing 
through travelling at a speed of not more than 20 km/ 
h, with a consist of a VVBP van and 13 GYs with loco 
Y143 in smart V/Line livery. 

I then proceeded towards Katamatite with the train 
at a leisurely pace beside me. A triangular location 
board displaying the town’s name, signalled the 
approach to Katamatite at 11 16. On arrival cattle were 
feeding on patches of green overgrowth beside the line. 
The train stopped before them at the 147 mile post, 
and arrived in No.2 loop siding. 

The gravel road passes the old pale blue station- 
master’s residence (which stands empty in the station 
yard and is the only house in that area). It then joins 
the Numurkah - Katamatite and Tocumwal - Benalla 
roads. The entrance to the station yard is off the 
Numurkah - Katamatite road. I then parked the car 
and inspected the yard, and noted a GY standing in a 
dead-end siding running off No.2 loop loaded with 
wheat. The wagon No.3813 had a way bill showing that 
it was consigned to Geelong containing stock feed 


Y143 passing through Cosgrove at 13 02 on Fri.5.9.86. (Mark Thomson) 
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Y143 passes through the foothills of Mt. Major near Dookie on the Up journey. Fri.5.9.86. (Mark Thomson) 


dated 3.9.86. The yard had been resleepered in some 
areas, with blue paint on the rails to mark their posi- 
tions. Also the No.1 loop siding has now been 
abolished as the point levers have been disconnected. 


The loco had since pushed the wagons into a posi- 
tion in line with the silo chute and departed with the 
van back onto the main line which terminates just 
before a small creek. After a brief stop the train 
departed at 11 35 for the return journey. 


The line traverses a few small creeks and channels 
with the largest crossing being of about five or six 
spans in length, all constructed of pre-stressed concrete 
and steel girders. In some areas moss can be seen 
growing on the rails, and sleepers split in the middle 
sinking into the soft sandy soil on the poorly ballasted 
track. 


I reached Youanmite, and had a brief look at the 
yard, in which there were six empty GYs in the only 
_ silo road. The train passed at 11 55. 


Further up the line Yabba North was reached. Here 
a rake of GYs were stationed in the only silo road, with 
the first seven being empty. The next five were full of 
wheat consigned from Yabba North to Geelong, dated 
4.9.86. The loco and van arrived at 12 10, and coupled 
onto the five full GYs, this being the only pickup to be 
made for the rest of the run. The guard went through 
the procedure of safeworking by throwing the lockbar 
over and locking the points into position. It was 12 23 
and the train departed with a consist of five GYs and 
van. 

Approaching Dookie the line crosses the road, and 
heads out left below the foothills of Mt. Major, where a 
photo of the train passing through the lush green fields 
of ripening wheat, was taken from the road above. A 
ganger was quick to clear the line when the sound of 
the approaching train was heard. After the train passed 
he rerailed his trolley and continued on towards 
Katamatite. 

At 1254 the sound of the GM’s gentle idle and 
wagons running over short track lengths could be 
heard passing through the town of Dookie, without 
stopping at the station or the large silo at the nearby 
township. 

Leaving Dookie the road separates from the line 
which heads in a westerly direction, and a short drive 
of about four kilometres is taken to reach the next sta- 
tion — Cosgrove. 
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The station buildings here have been demolished, a 
typical feature along this branch. The only remains left 
at this station are two abandoned platforms and a 
single loop siding which runs past the silo. Y143 with 
its consist passed at 13 02. 

I inspected the track near the Cosgrove golf course. 
The track itself seems in good condition and the date 
stamped on the rail is 1887. At Katamatite it is 1888. 
Steel sleepers have been used extensively in conjunc- 
tion with wooden ones on the section between Shep- 
parton and Dookie. 

A brief stop was made at the next station — Pine 
Lodge. There is an abandoned platform here also. A 
single loop siding passes a twin concrete silo. Such silos 
can be seen along branch lines throughout the major 
wheat belts of Victoria. Two GYs were here but had 
been consigned from the Geelong fertiliser siding. The 
train passed at 13 17. 

A detour was made off the main road just before 
entering Lemnos. The road which I followed turns left 
immediately after crossing the line. About 500 metres 
on the Down side of this crossing, a derailment occur- 
red on 19.7.85, with about seven loaded GYs off the 
rails. The line wasn’t reopened until a few days later. 

I then paralleled the train for a short distance before 
arriving at a T intersection into Lemnos. The train 
passed a now disused home signal facing Up trains, 
positioned on the Up side of Lemnos road, this being 
the only signal left on the line. The train now cannot be 
followed until the arrival at Shepparton. 

The line still continued in a westerly direction pass- 
ing the dead end siding leading into Campbell Soups 
and then paralleling the main line into Shepparton 
from Grahamvale, for a distance of about three 
kilometres until the line joins the platform road at 
Shepparton, with the main line branching into it on the 
Up side of the High St crossing. The train terminated at 
Shepparton at 13 38 and formed part of the consist of 
the Up Shepparton goods that evening. 

The branch line is 98 years old and looks like it. 

A committee has been organised calling itself the 
Dookie Township and Rail Centennial Committee 
which will be organising a ‘back to’ celebration for the 
line and the township in October, 1988. Mr. Neil 
Feldtmann, the Committee President, would welcome 
ideas, photographs, news clippings and other happen- 
ings covering the past 100 years of the area and can be 
contacted by writing to him at Forer St, Dookie 3646. 
Any such information would be greatly appreciated. 
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Above: G522 has just picked up wagons at Miralie on the 
official opening day of the upgraded Piangil line. 
Mon.15.12.86. 


TRAINS IN THE 


Below: B69 with an Up grain train ex Kulwin pictured just south 
of Nandaly. Tues.30.12.86. 
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Above: T380 and T349 leave Piangil with a Ballast train 
followed by a grader. This was the final ballasting prior to the 


re-opening and involved spot ballasting only. Note the 
= discarded 60 Ib rails beside the track. Sat.13.12.86. 
Below: G512 and G511 ease grain wagons under the recently 


built GEB high speed outloading spout at Ouyen, 20 00. Wed. 
10.12.86. (All photos Allan Fountain) 
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B74 and G513 provide plenty of power for a D van and N set on 
No.8122, morning Up Ballarat passenger train, near Ballan. 
Sun.6.4.86. (Rick Coles) 


General News 


V/Line videos, top-deck travel take to the roads: 
V/Line will introduce double-decker buses with video 
movies, multi-channel audio entertainment and meal 
and bar services on some routes. The airline-style 
coaches, which are likely to enter service this year, will 
replace single-deck buses on at least three of V/Line’s 
longest road routes. 

V/Line is upgrading country and_ interstate 
passenger Services in a campaign to win a bigger slice of 
the long-distance travel market. Video units are being 
fitted in the first-class carriages of the Overland train, 
which runs nightly between Melbourne and Adelaide. 
The units will be introduced shortly for a trial. 

V/Line’s passenger services manager, Mr. Len 
Harper, said that new coaches were likely to be 
introduced between Albury and Adelaide, Melbourne 
and Mildura, and Dimboola and Adelaide, all of which 
were profitable road routes for V/Line last financial 
year. Mr. Harper said V/Line earned $160,000 on the 
service between Albury and Adelaide. The Melbourne 
to Mildura coach, which supplements a train service, 
earned $120,000 last year and the Dimboola to 
Adelaide bus made an $80,000 profit. (Age, IBB) 


Rail spending unfair: The MLA for Murray, Mr. Jim 
Small, wants to know why the NSW State Government 
is going to spend $65 million on a new Sydney railway 
line while the Tocumwal to Mangalore link, at $40 mil- 
lion, was not going ahead. 

“The passenger rail link in Sydney is only eight 
kilometres and the Budget estimate has been increased 
from $55 million to $65 million to cover this’’, he told 
Parliament. He supported the legislation to provide a 
better service for metropolitan users, but all people liv- 
ing in NSW should be treated equally and money must 
be provided for country users as well. 

The Tocumwal - Mangalore line would give huge 
benefits for the Riverina area in moving grain and 
agricultural production to the Geelong sea board. ‘‘It is 
astonishing to think that so much money is being spent 
for only eight kilometres in the Sydney region’’, he 
said. (FS) 


St Kilda, Port lines to be closed for light rail conver- 
sion: The St Kilda and Port Melbourne railway lines 
will be closed for one month late this year as part of a 
program to convert them to light rail routes. Work will 
begin early this year on the $12 million project, in 
which trains will be replaced by 20 double-carriage 
trams for Melbourne’s first light rail services. 

The State Government plans to open the St Kilda 
light rail link on 4 October and the Port Melbourne link 
on 8 November. The Port Melbourne line is 
Australia’s oldest railway, and the St Kilda route was 
Melbourne’s first passenger line. Once light rail is 
introduced, the two lines will no longer run to Flinders 
St station, the starting point of Australia’s first rail 
journey in 1854. 

Instead, the light rail vehicles, as the new trams will 
be known, will follow existing rail reservations to 
Clarendon St, South Melbourne, where they will join 
tram tracks and continue through the city to 
Brunswick. The 20 vehicles for the first light rail lines 
will cost $27 million. The first is due to be delivered in 
July, two months before the St Kilda railway is closed 
for conversion. 

The Government has ordered 130 light rail vehicles 
in a $180 million contract. It is believed that the 
vehicles could also replace trains on the Sandringham 
and Upfield lines, probably by the early 1990s. Once 
light rail is introduced, some MetRail employees on 
the St Kilda and Port Melbourne lines will be redep- 
loyed as part of a review of suburban station staffing. 

Another 12 freight staff working in the area will 
become subject to V/Line’s transfer resettlement and 
redundancy scheme, which is expected to have claimed 
up to 1800 jobs by the end of this year. As well as the St 
Kilda and Port Melbourne projects, MetRail is extend- 
ing its services to Warragul. Electric trains will replace 
V/Line trains on the route from about 15 February. 
(Age, IBB) 


V/Line loses wheat freight millions: The Victorian 
Government is losing millions of dollars in freight and 
handling charges through farmers in border districts 


N458 and A71 leave Benalla on the 06 15 Up Albury pass. 07 43, Fri.3.10.86. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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sending wheat to South Australian terminals by con- 
tract road transport. In the Millewa district, west of 
Mildura, about 40 per cent of the harvest is being sent 
across the border at an estimated $1.5 million loss to 
V/Line and the Grain Elevators Board this season. 


Mr. Ron Hards, a wheat farmer and a member of 
the Victorian Farmers Federation’s Millewa district 
council, said farmers were bypassing the State’s grain 
freight and storage system because of high cost, ineffi- 
ciencies and the proposed closure of the Millewa line 
within two years. Within Victoria, farmers cannot use 
contract road transport beyond the nearest silo. Many 
border farmers are choosing the alternative of using 
interstate contract road transport and South Australian 
silos at a cost advantage of $4 to $5 a tonne. (FS) 


A WANDER ABOUT CENTRAL VICTORIA 


A few days rambling around Central Victoria provided 
a chance to see how the railway scene was faring and to 
take a few photographs of railways away from the 
mainlines. 

Leaving Kyneton on a Saturday morning, weekday 
commuter stock could be seen in the sidings beyond 
the bluestone station building, but the goods service 
was long past as evidenced by the partly buried tracks 
leading into the adjacent picturesque goods shed. 

Further along the road at Trentham, the labours of 
the Central Highlands Tourist Railway could be seen 


behind the fence and gate that now enclose the 
forecourt of the station and the yard — clear of weeds 
and undergrowth. The weatherboard station is to be 
the terminus of the restored line from Daylesford. The 
track onward toward Daylesford was heavily over- 
grown in parts but the clearing work proceeding from 
Daylesford will eventually reopen the superb views 
through the Wombat state forest and the surrounding 
farm country to passengers on the Walker railmotors 
being prepared for service. 

Turning north, the Castlemaine - Maryborough 
cross country line looked well used, but the Newstead 
station and adjoining brick goods shed had been left to 
their dreams of days gone by. A curtain partly closed 
off the ticket window in the booking hall but a framed 
road service timetable was there to be studied, pro- 
vided you did not mind the wooden floorboards creak- 
ing ominously beneath the boots. 

By contrast, Maldon station was a hive of activity 
where a working party was busily painting the restored 
picket fence and erecting station nameboards, a very 
different scene from the forlorn appearance the station 
presented on my last visit there some years ago. 

K160, gleaming black, stood behind security fencing 
just along the line from the platform and the sun 
reflected from the smart paintwork and bleaming win- 
dows of 2BCE, 42BU and 16BCPL resting in the line 
next across from the platform road in readiness for 
their six trips on the Sunday. (Jim Foley) 


1470M and 1471M at Traralgon with the overhead inspection train on Tues.3.2.87. This was the last run of the 
overhead inspection train with Tait motors, as asbestos-free Harris motors 793M and 797M replaced the Taits on 


the next trip. (John Green) 
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Traffic 


WOLSELEY LINE & BRANCHES 


213 goods: On Sun.11.1, 213 goods, the 21 00 Ballarat 
to Maryborough had the following locos from the 
front; S303-B64-T355-T410-T398-T360-T394-G5 12- 
T387-T357. The load was 7 = 14 for 384 tonnes. (JB) 


Ararat depot visits: 

Sun.30.11: BL26, G513, 522, 525, S311, T347, 349, 
353, 356, 364, 371, 374, 385, 387, 388, 402, X37, 
46, Y156, 157, 158, 163. 

Sun.7.12: G524, 525, S310, T347, 353, 354, 364, 366, 
367, 368, 371, 382, 387, 388, 390, 407, Y156, 158, 
159. 

Sun.14.12: G521, S306, T347, 365, 366, 368, 370, 374, 
378, 382, 385, 387, 401, Y156, 158, 159, ANR locos 
938 and 947. 

Sun.28.12: G511, 515, 524, T356, 366, 369, 370, 374, 
375, 378, 382, Y156, 157, 159, 174. 

(PJM) 


Ballarat Loco: Sun.18.1 saw the following locos 
stabled at Ballarat East loco; $300, 302, 306, 311, 312, 
313, 315, T349, 362, 401, 410, Y151, 152, 170, 171, 
172, 173. (MvD) 


Multi-unit pass.: On Tues.30.12 the 1726 Down 
ia pass. consisted of X46-X49-X48-N3-D340. 
JG 


Overland over Christmas: The Overland was boosted 
over the Christmas period by using the spare vehicles 
that are normally stored in Adelaide. The consist on 
Sun.21.12 was X47-934-VMBP-2PCO- Yankai- 
Allambi-No.2-Dorai-Juki-Tawarri-3 AJ-1 AJ-6BJ-8BJ- 
3RBJ-4BJ-1CO (15 vehicles). 

On Mon.22.12 the consist was X46-937-VMBP- 
1PCO-Nomuidi-Tantini-Tarkinji-No.3- Yanni-Weroni- 
Paiti-Kuldalai-2AJ-5BJ-10BJ-1RBJ-9BJ-2CO (16 
vehicles). Normally the Overland consists of 12 vehi- 
cles. (JG) 


Milti-milti Jets: Mon.8.12, C506-C507-947-BL35 on 
Down Jet 33=75, 1900 at Stawell. Fri.19.12, GS11- 
oa on Down Jet 31 = 70 at Stawell at 19 28. 
PJM 


B75: B75 was the first of its class to visit the west for 
many months when it ran a rerailing train between 
Ararat and Great Western on Sun.7.12. (PJM) 


Dimboola pass. Locos: Locos for the 07 55 Down and 
13 40 Up continue to be A or N class. However the 
06 45 Up and 17 26 Down show some variation. First 
series X class have been regular visitors recently hav- 
ing previously been rare performers on this roster. 
They have shared the duty with S class except for 
Thurs.4.12 when G524-S311 ran the Up (first sighting 
of a G on a pass. for this observer) and N461 on 
Thurs.27.11. 

The Sunday pass. is now regularly rostered for a 
single N class. Some sightings are: Sun.30.11 N454- 
Z56, Sun.7.12 N465-Z58, Sun.14.12 N465-Z54, 
Sun.28.12 N454-Z51. (PJM) 


Mile End Loco: During a visit to Mile End loco depot 
on Sun.11.1 the following V/Line locos were sighted, 
S308-X45 off the Overlandand X49, X50, X54, C507, 
C508, C509 and C510 off goods trains. (JNI) 
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Melbourne Limited: The Melbourne Limited made its 
inaugural journey under new ownership on Fri.16.1 to 
Ballarat, departing Spencer St at 08 14 and running via 
North Geelong and returning to Newport at 16 45. The 
train was hired by Merrill Lynch Stockbrokers and was 
hauled by A62. (JG) 


Centenary train: Mon.19.1 was the centenary of the 
departure from Melbourne of the first ‘Intercolonial 
Express’, predecessor of the Overland. The consist of 
the Overland departing Melbourne that night was X48 
(blue)-S308 (V/Line)- VMBP2V-3PCO-Nomuldi-Tan- 
tini-No.3 Club- Weroni-Tarkinji- Tawarri-2 AJ-5BJ- 
1RBJ-7BJ-4BJ-2CO. By way of contrast, contemporary 
reports indicate that the first ‘Intercolonial Express’ 
consisted of a Mann boudoir car, a composite compart- 
ment car, a luggage van and a passenger brakevan. It 
was probably hauled by a ‘B’ class 2-4-0. (DSG) 


BENDIGO/SWAN HILL LINE & BRANCHES 


Steam specials: Steamrail Victoria ran two afternoon/ 
evening steam hauled specials for Skill Engineering 
from Dandenong to Woodend and return on 
Tues.2.12. and Thurs.4.12. The consist for Tues.2.12. 
was R761-1BCE-Murray-75BW-80BW-25BE and for 
Thurs.4.12 was R761-75BW-80BW- Murray-25BE- 
1BCE. (MLW) 


18 30 Bendigo pass.: On Sat.27.12 the 18 30 Bendigo 
pass. was hauled by N465-S315-S317 with triple N sets, 
N3, N16, N8 and D326. A near record would have 
been achieved when the train arrived at Bendigo North 
workshops bringing a total of seven out of a possible 
fourteen of the class in the one locality at the same 
time. (JG) 


Multi-unit pass.: Sun.28.12 the 16 10 Bendigo pass. 
was hauled by T410-P18-P21 with set SH21. (JG) 


Country sparks: A number of Hitachi and Comeng 
sets have been sent to Bendigo North workshops in the 
last few months because of the backlog of work at Joli- 
mont. One of the most recent sightings took place at 
Sydenham on Mon.22.12 when T410 was at the head 
of a 3-car Hitachi set returning to Melbourne. These 
transfers have a speed limit of 80 km/h and are usually 
rostered for B or T class haulage. (JD) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Avenel notes: On Mon.29.12 big loco power was in 
abundance in the north-east. B63 departed Seymour at 
0300 with a Down Wodonga goods, X39-T392 
departed Seymour at 05 40 with the Down Oaklands 
wheatie. However the loco on the 0700 Down 
Wodonga goods was not noted but it is usually a single 
S class. The 8311 Down Albury pass. (1321 ex 
Seymour) had X36-S304-N456 as motive power and 
later that night 9306 (ex Wodonga) utilised X40-S312- 
X44 as motive power. (PF) 


SLSPG: On Fri.9.1, T367 was at the head of a goods 
train with two passenger cars included in the consist 
(36BE and 4BCE). The cars are to be utilised by the 
Seymour Loco Preservation Group and the total num- 
ber of cars under the care of the group now total eight. 


NEWSRAIL 


The Seymour Shire Council has successfully negoti- 
ated with the Federal Government the purchase of 
mobilisation siding which will be the future home of 
J515. (PF) 


EASTERN LINE & BRANCHES 


Tour of inspection: A special train conveying mem- 
bers of the STA board, consisting of T410-Goulburn- 
SZ287-Norman, operated to the following schedule: 


Mon.17.11 Down 
Spencer St dep. 18 26 
Dandenong 19 03 
Korumburra 20 15 
Leongatha 20 29-30 
Yarram arr. 22 55 


Tues.18.11 Up 

Yarram Dep. 07 30 

Barry Beach Junction Arr. 08 43 

(Push back to Barry Beach and return as locally 
arranged) Dep. 09 43 

Leongatha 12 14-13 10 

Korumburra 13 40-14 20 

Dandenong 17 35 

Spencer St Arr. 18 23 


The train stopped at all stations on the Up journey for 
the STA board members to inspect stations, the time 
allowed at each station varied, depending on the size of 
the installation, from three minutes to fifty-six 
minutes. 


The times allowed at stations were as follows: Five 
minutes — Alberton, Koonwarra, Bena, Loch, 
Monomeith, Tooradin, Clyde, Sperry New Holland 
Siding and Lyndhurst. Ten minutes — Welshpool, 
Toora, Foster, Fish Creek, Buffalo, Ruby, Aust. Glass 
Co. Siding and Cranbourne. Fifteen minutes — 
Meeniyan, Nyora, Lang Lang and Koo-wee-rup. 
Korumburra — forty minutes and Leongatha — fifty- 
six minutes. (MLW) 


Gippslander: Further to the report in Newsrail 12.86, 
since mid-November the 08 25 Down Gippslander has 
been hauled nearly exclusively by single N class locos. 
Exceptions have been: Tues.4.11. N459-B80, 
Mon.17.11. B83, Wed.19.11 L1166, Fri.28.11 L1158, 
Wed.3.12 L1161, Sat.6.12 L1160-L1172, Thurs.15.1 
A77 and Fri.16.1 A81. (IW) 


Graveyard: The low level siding in Dandenong yard 
adjacent to the cattle sale yards is being used as the 
scrap yard for Harris sets. Since about July 86 the cars 
have been brought to this site usually about six at a 
time to be stripped of equipment. The cars are then 
lifted from their bogies by a mobile crane, one end is 
then attached to a low loader and another set of wheels 
is placed under the rear end of the carriage in a similar 
way to a timber jinker. They are then dispatched to 
their watery grave in Clayton. Some sightings in recent 
months have been: 


Mon.6.10: 857T, 555BT, 508M, 845T, 569M. 
Thurs.30.10: 573M, 519BT, 532BT, 654T, 657T, 
528M. 
Wed.19.11: 
560M. 
Tues.9.12: 582M, 864T, 731M, 535M, 560BT, 556M. 
a 771M, 671T, 639T, 661T, 637T, 546M. 

PSC 
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509M, 802T, SS9BT, 531M, 553BT, 


L class: With the withdrawal from traffic and storage 
of several L class, N class are becoming a common 
sight under the wires to Traralgon. On Fri.2.1 the 
following trains were sighted in the Warragul area 
(fewer trains ran than normal, due to the New Year 
holidays): 

N457 on 0605 Up Traralgon pass. 

N466 on 06 50 Up Traralgon pass. 

L1165 on 06 00 Up Bairnsdale pass. 

N454 on 08 50 Up Traralgon pass. 

N452 on 08 25 Down Gippslander. 

N457 on 09 00 Down Traralgon pass. 

L1169-L1160 on 1000 Down Traralgon goods. 
L1165 on 1245 Down Warragul pass. 

N452 on 13 35 Up Traralgon pass. 

L1172 on 13 45 Down Traralgon pass. 

L1165 on 15 10 Up Warragul pass. 

L1159 on 12 20 Down Morwell briquette empty. 
N457 on 13 20 Up Gippslander. 

N451 on 15 43 Down Traralgon pass. 

L1172 on 1655 Up Traralgon pass. 

N452 on 1650 Down Traralgon pass. 

L1165 on 1750 Down Traralgon pass. 

N457 on 18 05 Down Bairnsdale pass. 

L1166 on 1815 Down Orbost goods. 

N451 on 18 40 Up Traralgon pass. (IW) 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Bulk cement trains: The following sightings indicate 
the variety of locos that can be seen on the heavy bulk 
cement block trains that run from Waurn Ponds and 

Fyansford (Geelong) to Arden St (North Melbourne). 

Trains run as follows: 9206 goods departs North 

Geelong yard 01 10 Monday (due Melbourne 03 06), 

9290 goods departs North Geelong yard 22 55 Monday 

to Friday (due Melbourne 00 45 Tues. to Sat.). 

Sat.20.9.86 — 9290: T362-T321 with a light load of 2/ 
VHCA-VHCX-2/VHCA-2/VHCX, 7=14/510 
tonnes, departed Geelong at 22 58 on Fri.19.9, and 
arrived in centre yard 1 hour 22 minutes later at 
00 20, a fast run for a goods. 

Wed.29.10.86 — 9290: The unusual combination of 
N455-G514 hauled 20/ VHCA-2/VHCX-4/VHCA- 
VPCX, 27=54, arriving in Melbourne at 00 30. 

Fri.14.11.86 — 9290: T375-T333 hauled 21/VHCA-7/ 
VHCX-2/VPCX-4/VHCA-2/VPCX, 36=72/2550 
tonnes into Melbourne at 01 00. 

Sat.22.11.86 — 9290: was hauled into Melbourne at 
01 45 by B74-B65. 

Mon.8.12.86 — 9206: A79-T372-17/VHCA-VHCX- 
2/VHCA-7/VHCX. 

Tues.9.12.86 — 9290: at 01 50, X-T-S306-G521 with a 
load of 2/ VPCX-VBBY-4/VPCX-6/VHCX-22/ 
VHCA, 35=70/2500 tonnes roared into centre 
yard. 

Wed.10.12.86 — 9290: an unidentified X and S hauled 
27/VHCA-7/VHCX-4/VPCX-4/VHCA, 42=84/ 
3000 tonnes. 

Thurs.11.12.86 — 9290: G524-Y144-19/VHCA-6/ 
VHCX-3/VHCA-4/VPCX-VHCX, arrived at 00 36. 

Fri.12.12.86 — 9290: X34-A77-Y131-T412-T348 
powered into the west yard at 0250 hauling 23/ 
VHCA-2/VHCX-2/VHCA-4/VPCX-5/VHCX-8/ 
VHCA, 44=88 for a load of over 3100 tonnes. 

Mon.22.12.86 — 9206: hauled by A70-T358. 
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Thurs.25.12.86 — 9290: Christmas Day saw this train 
arrive with a consist of 49=98, only one wagon less 
than the maximum allowable consist of 50 bogies. 
This massive train would have weighed around 3500 
ey Engine power was G514-T-T-T-P18-T361. 

GLB 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Sydney Express: To cater for additional traffic over 
the holiday period the relief Sydney Express operated 
on Dec.18, 19, 20, 21, 26, 27 and 28th, 1986. 

On Sun.21.12 the Sydney Express consist was G519- 
MHN2364-NAM2342-NAM2373-NAM2340- 
LAN2348-NAM2367-LAN2347-RMS2360-BCS2356- 
DAM2333-LAN2376-NAM2375-PHN2369- 
MBY2583-MBY2592 (15 vehicles). (JG) 


Intercapital Daylight: The /ntercapital Daylight on 
Mon.22.12.86 on the Down was hauled by 8175 and 
consisted of SDS2255-263VBK-ODL2264-ABS2304- 
SFS2277-SFS2265-FH2231-PHV2403-MHY2603 (9 
vehicles). 8174 was attached at Albury to continue to 
Sydney. (JG) 


SUBURBAN LINES 


Webb Dock line: The following container trains have 
been noted departing Melbourne yard for Webb Dock: 
Sun.23.11 G512 at 1411. 

Fri.28.11. Y120-T345-H1 at 11 05. 

Fri.9.1. Y122-T345-H4 waiting to depart at 12 00. 
Fri.16.1. Y122-T413-H5 at 10 14. (IW) 


Track work at West Footscray: On Sat.15.11 the 

passenger running lines between South Kensington 

and Sunshine were closed to allow the replacement of 

the track bed and installation of concrete sleepers bet- 

ween the platforms at Footscray and West Footscray 

stations. St Albans line trains were replaced by buses 

connecting with Williamstown and Werribee line trains 

at Footscray. Ballarat and Bendigo line trains ran via 

the goods line. Severe disruption was caused by a 

major signal failure in the area between 08 30 and 

1000. The following trains were noted at West 

Footscray from 07 54 to 16 00: 

07 54 8176 on number 9662 Up standard gauge goods. 

08 10 DRC41-103MTH on 07 50 Down Kyneton pass. 

08 25 P16 on 06 50 Up Kyneton pass. 

08 33 to 0853 S5RM on 0730 Up Bacchus Marsh 
pass. 

08 57 to 09 33 42219 on Down J/ntercapital Daylight. 

09 07 to 09 35 X47-X48 on number 9186 Up Jet. 

09 12 8179 on Up Melbourne Express. 

09 42 N459 on 08 35 Down Bendigo pass. 

09 54 to 1001 R761 on 08 45 Down Echuca special. 

09 58 N462 on 06 50 Up Bendigo pass. 

10 10 X54-940 on Up Overland. 

10 12 to 10 18 63RM on 09 05 Down Bacchus Marsh 
pass. 

10 19 to 10 23 N453 on 0745 Up Ballarat pass. 

10 27 8173 on number 9664 Up standard gauge goods. 

10 44 T378 on Down works train. 

10 47 938-X53-957(dead) on number 9128 Up Jet. 

10 52 T361 on Down works train. 

10 56 Y105 on Down empty ballast to Deer Park. 

10 59 N461 on 06 40 Up Swan Hill pass. 

11 02 BL26-C503 on Down steel train to Tottenham 
yard to form part of the Jet due to depart at 11 45. 
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11 14 Y109 Up light loco from Tottenham yard. 

11 17 GS12 on Down Apex quarry train. 

11 24 to 1135 X44 on goods from Lilydale to Tot- 
tenham yard. 

11 28 S312 on 06 45 Up Dimboola pass. 

11 43 DRC41-103MTH on 10 20 Up Kyneton pass. 

1153 63RM on 1045 Up Bacchus Marsh pass. 

12 18 T378 on Up works train running on the Up 
passenger line to Footscray to be loaded with old 
ballast. 

12 22 Y105 on Up loaded ballast train. 

12 24 X36 on 12 10 Down Seymour goods. 

12 26 T361 on Up works train arrived in Up platform 
at West Footscray to be loaded with old ballast from 
the Down line. 

12 44 N464 on 12 30 Down Ballarat pass. 

1252 DRC41-103MTH on 1235 Down Bacchus 
Marsh pass. 

1258 to 1303 DRC40-102MTH on 1245 Down 
Kyneton pass. 

12 58 X44-Y111 on Up goods from Tottenham yard. 

13 13 N459 on 11 00 Up Bendigo pass. 

13 20 X33 on 10 40 Down Bendigo goods. 

13 26 A70 on 11 45 Up Ballarat pass. 

1445 A66 on 13 50 Down Bendigo pass. 

14 53 T388 Down light locos to Tottenham yard. 

15 23 T388 on sand train to Lang Lang. 

15 44 G515-937-X47 on 13 45 down Jet. 

er nie on 15 45 Down standard gauge goods. 

IW 


Tait summer Sunday trips: For its second season of 
trips in regular revenue service during the summer 
holiday period the restored Vintage Tait Train (317M, 
208T, 230D, 318M) operated from Flinders St to 
different destinations on three Sundays as follows: 
18.1, Two trips alternatively to Epping and 
Hurstbridge; 25.1, Eight afternoon shuttle trips bet- 
ween Camberwell and Alamein; 1.2, Seven trips to St 
Albans commemorating the St Albans Railway Cen- 
tenary. Minister of Transport, Mr. Tom Roper, tra- 
velled on the train to officially open the celebrations. 
Two volunteer ElecRail officials travel in each of the 
four carriages to oversee passenger behaviour and 
answer questions about the train. Whilst ‘“‘changing 
ends’’ during one of the reversals at Camberwell, com- 
ment was made as to the ‘‘respectable clientele”’ 
patronising the Alamein line. Famous last words — the 
peace of the eastern suburbs was temporarily shattered 
when it was discovered that vandal(s) had splashed red 
paint inside 230D. Fortunately, MetRail staff quickly 
produced some graffiti remover enabling the paint to 
be wiped off before it had time to dry. During the first 
trip back from Hurstbridge when 230D lunged around 
a sharp curve along the rural trackage a heavy metal 
megaphone fell out of an overhead luggage rack, 
gashed and forehead of unsuspecting ElecRail 
Manager, Don Potts, ricocheted off his bloodied skull, 
tore a piece out of a Tait solid wooden sliding door and 
finally smashed to smithereens after knocking a crater 
in the ballast. No brain damage was reported. (DGP) 


ARHS RAILWAY MUSEUM 
CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Open every Sat. and Sun. 2-5 pm 
also on Wed. during school holidays 2-4 pm 


NEWSRAIL 


Rollingstock 


Unusual Comeng set: An unusual 3-car Comeng set 
has been in traffic on the Hurstbridge line on 10- 
11.12.86. It is numbered 691M-1196T-692M and is 
equipped with the first series bogies. Close inspection 
reveals that it has been re-numbered from 469M- 
1085T-470M. (The reason for this is not known but 
the obvious guess is that there were two 3-car sets 
carrying these numbers. Has there been any sighting of 
469M-1085T-470M after 10.12.86?) (PJS) 


Stored/withdrawn locos: Following is a list of stored/ 

withdrawn locos situated in Melbourne’s west yard. 

The locos are listed in order from the Dudley St end. 

Sun.5.10: T334-343-341-322-F201-B68-T325-335- 
B72-67-T346-320. 

Tues.25.11: L1171-F211-W263-T320-L1154-1170- 
1168. 

Tues.20.1: T321-L1173-1167. Total locos stored = 24. 

$305 Hamilton Hume is withdrawn and stabled at 
South Dynon. (JR) 


T class: As at Sun.14.12, the following T class locos 
were in V/Line livery: T350-352-353-354-360-361- 
362-363-364-367-368-370-372-378-380-383-386-387- 
389-391-393-394-397-404-407-410-411-412 — Total 
28. All V/Line livery second series units have had 
valances cut away. 

At Newport undergoing overhaul and repaint are 
T351-384-399 and 403. T373 which has been out of 
service for about seven months was observed at South 
Dynon loco on Sat.13.12 in grey undercoat prior to 
being repainted. (JG) 


Locomotives: There are certainly lots of changes hap- 
pening on the locomotive scene at the moment with all 
except two flat top Ts, some Bs and quite a few Ls now 
withdrawn from service. Just about all broad gauge 
passenger services are now handled by the N, A & P 
class locos and with more Ns yet to be delivered (to 
make a total of 25). Ns already totally dominate broad 
gauge passenger trains with only 19 of these locos in 
service. 


The only passenger trains still to have a T class 
rostered are the Bairnsdale train beyond Traralgon and 
as soon as the bridge at Stratford over the Avon River 
is re-built the larger diesel locos will run right through 
to Bairnsdale. While talking about the eastern region it 
is strongly rumoured that all L class locos will be out of 
passenger use by February/March and off goods trains 
by the end of the current financial year. 

In other loco news, X and C class locos are to be 
fitted with airconditioning units, three of the H class 
have been fitted with airconditioning units and the 
other two units should be fitted soon. More Leslie type 
horns are being fitted to Victorian locos. The same type 
as fitted to SRA 422 and 81 locos. A62-X33-X52 have 
these horns installed on them and it is rumoured all X 
locos will be similarly fitted. 

V/Line have announced it is purchasing another 11 
G class locos, 526 and 536. These units are to be built 
by Clyde Engineering at Somerton, Victoria. The ear- 
lier Gs (511 to 525) were built by Clyde at Rosewater, 
S.A. The first unit is expected to be delivered in Octo- 
ber, 1987 with three units delivered by 31.12.87. It is 
rumoured these new Gs will operate on the broad 
gauge and that G521 currently on broad gauge will be 
transferred to standard gauge running, replacing X41 
and S301. 

T351 recently came out from the workshops after 
undergoing a full overhaul. Information from a reliable 
source indicated that this may be the last 2nd series T 
class loco (T347-T366) to undergo a full overhaul. 

The /ntercapital Daylight is almost always hauled by 
a 81 or G class loco these days, and despite being 
restricted to 100 km/h in Victoria is still able to hold 
and in some cases better the schedule. In NSW it is 
quite common for this train to wait time when a 81 or 
G runs this train. So if a “‘super series’? loco was 
regularly rostered and timings were adjusted accor- 
dingly, at the moment the running times are for a 422 
or similar loco, we could see travelling times between 
Sydney and Melbourne further reduced. (BL) 


Out of use diesel locos lie idle in the Cowper St sidings, West Melbourne. Sun.16.11.86. (John Dare) 
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Works 


Stawell overbridges: For some months work has been 
proceeding on the Hill and Grant St overbridges on the 
Up side of Stawell. The work has involved enclosing 
the steel supports in concrete and was completed just 
prior to Christmas. (PJM) 


Watsonia Rd bridge: With the excavations for the 
Greensborough bypass road overbridge substantially 
completed on the Down side of the line, the work site 
is now on the Up side. Excavating started in the latter 
at _ November and continued into December. 
PJS 


Collingwood station reconstruction: Further to the 
report in Newsrail 1.87, the new station building for 
the Up platform is rapidly taking shape. It is now 
obvious that the building has been designed to look old 
and original even though it is a far more imposing 
edifice than the building it is replacing. As reported 
previously, the access ramp is much longer than the 
original. However stairs have been added for a shorter 
access. On the Down side the only sign of construction 
visible so far is the new access ramp. (PJS) 


Eltham level-crossings: After months of little action 
and within a fortnight of the inspection made for the 
last report in Newsrail 1.87, the booms have appeared 
on the level-crossings at Railway Rd and Wattletree 
Rd. Even the searchlight signal behind the overhead 
pole is in operation (your correspondent did not allow 
for the curve of the track which allows it to be seen 
readily at a distance). No action has yet taken place on 
the Diamond St level-crossing (PJS) 


STA electrical workshop: The new electrical 
workshop nearing completion at Spotswood will ser- 
vice all electrical equipment for both V/Line and 
MetRail on a component exchange basis. The 
workshop consists of two bays — one 20 metres wide 
and the other 18 metres. The larger bay has three 
5-tonne overhead travelling cranes (full width) and 
two 2-tonne semi-gantry cranes (9 metre span); there 
is a 3-tonne crane in the smaller bay. (RBS) 


Echuca bridge: Preliminary work has commenced on 
the new railway bridge over the Murray River at 
Echuca. The new structure will replace the existing 108 
year old historic cast iron bridge which had deteriorated 
so much in recent years that urgent structural repairs 
have been necessary just to keep it serviceable for the 
Y class locomotives, the heaviest permitted over it. 
The new rail only bridge will be able to take the X class 
locomotives, which with upgrading of most light coun- 
try lines will soon be able to traverse most tracks on the 
V/Line system. During the Australia Day holiday 
weekend to clear trees from the approaches to the pro- 
posed site of the new bridge. The old rail-road bridge 
will eventually have the rail tracks removed and 
reduced to road traffic only. 


Tocumwal bridge: Inspection and testing of this rail- 
road bridge across the Murray River has shown it to be 
in good condition and suitable for upgrading to take X 
class diesel electric locomotives. Consequently, a new 
road bridge is to be constructed and the existing bridge 
will become a rail only bridge. (POT) 
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WEEKLY NOTICES 1986 


Lyons: On Mon.8.12, the staff locks securing the main 
line points were abolished and replaced with hand lock- 
ing bars and padlocks. NOTE: The maximum permissi- 
ble speed of trains when running on the straight track 
and passing over the main line points must not exceed 
30 km/h. (WN 48/86) 


Oaklands: On Tues.9.12, all signals, ground frames 
and the standard gauge tracks at Oaklands were 
abolished. A Down location board was provided 400 
metres from the Up end main line points which is the 
crossover between the main line and the grain sidings. 
This crossover and the points leading to the goods sid- 
ing were fitted with hand locking bars and padlocks. 
(WN 48/86) 


Ararat - Portland: The new improved type of switch 
stand has been installed on the trailable points at both 
ends of Glen Thompson Loop, Dunkeld Loop, 
Miakite Loop and Myamyn Loop. The new switch 
stand displays the following: (i) When the left hand 
track is the diverging track and the points are normal 
and locked, a reflectorised yellow fish-tailed arrow 
pointing in the direction in which the points are set. (ii) 
When the points are not correctly locked, two reflec- 
torised red discs. If, when approaching the points in the 
trailing direction, the driver or second person observe 
two white reflectorised discs with horizontal bar dis- 
played on the switch stand, the driver may proceed 
through the trailing points; but must immediately 
advise the train controller of the circumstances. 

The train controller, upon being advised by the 
driver that the two white reflectorised discs were dis- 
played on the switch stand, must immediately advise 
the signal and communications supervisor, Ararat. 
Note: Commencing forthwith, the temporary max- 
imum permissible speed of 20 km/h when entering 
and departing Glen Thompson Loop, Dunkeld Loop, 
Miakite Loop and Myamyn Loop is increased to 40 
km/h. The figures on the curve boards for trains enter- 
ing and on the speed boards for trains departing the 
abovementioned Loops have been altered accordingly. 
(WN 49/86) 


Corio: On Sat.13.12, No.5 points at Corio were pro- 
vided with an additional dual control point machine 
which was installed at the Up end (siding end) of No.5 
points. (WN 49/86) 


Victoria Park: An interlocked Hayes derail and wheel 
crowder have been provided in lieu of the interlocked 
derail points. The Up end extension has been 
abolished. (WN 49/86) 


Eltham: On Sun.16.11, Boom-barriers were installed 
at Railway Rd and Wattletree Rd. The operation of the 
boom-barriers is automatic for all movements. A new 
Down home signal, post No.13 was provided on the 
Up side of Railway Rd. Retaining the signal at stop will 
permit shunting at the Down end of Eltham without 
unnecessary operation of the boom-barriers. (WN 
45/86) (see earlier report). 


Oakleigh: On Wed.12.11, a guard’s indicator light was 
provided for signal post No.16 (WN 45/86) 


North Melbourne: On Wed.12.11, No.422 points lead- 
ing from the Up Coburg line to the through siding at 
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Macaulay were removed from service, and the con- 
trolling lever sleeved normal. (WN 45/86) 


Litchfield: Mildura line. A scotch block has been pro- 
vided at the clearance point of No.2 track at the Up end 
of the yard. (WN 45/86) 


Congupna: Tocumwal line. On Wed.26.11, the Down 
end staff locked points were replaced with an annett 
lock, and a staff/annett key exchange apparatus was 
provided to prevent unnecessary operation of the 
flashing light signals during shunting operations. (WN 
46/86) 

Glenhuntly: On Sat.15.11, the pedestrian wicket gates 
at Neerim Rd were abolished and replaced with a crib 
crossing. (WN 46/86) 

Heywood: On Thurs.27.11, the mechanical Up home 
signal was abolished. A new two position Up home 
(light) signal was provided on the Down side of Ettrick 
Rd. The signal is controlled by quadrant levers and a 
wire operated circuit controller and is interlocked with 
the flashing light cycle (WN 46/86) 


Tottenham goods yard: A noticeboard lettered 
‘“‘Locomotives must not pass this point until 
authorised”’ has been erected at the entrance to the 
reas tracks at Tottenham goods yard. (WN 
46/86 


Bayswater: On Wed.19.11, pedestrian boom-barriers 
working in conjunction with the automatic roadway 
boom-barriers were brought into service on the Down 
side of Scoresby Rd. (WN 46/86) 


Springvale: On Mon.1.12, the pedestrian crossing and 
boom-barriers on the Up side of Springvale Rd were 
relocated three metres in an Up direction. (WN 47/86) 


Glenrowan: On Thurs.4.12, Glenrowan was provided 
with switching facilities. The through section when 
Glenrowan is switched out will be Benalla ‘‘B’? Box — 
Wangaratta. (WN 47/86) 


Sunshine - Albion: On Tues.9.12, the lights on Down 
automatic signal M475 and Up automatic signal M470 
between Sunshine and Albion were altered to the 
reverse stagger. (WN 48/86) 


Stratford - Bairnsdale: On Mon.1.12, Fernbank was 
disestablished as a staff station. The Up and Down 
mechanical signal quadrants were chained and locked 
in the reverse position and the Up home light signal 
will be operated from the platform. The track cancella- 
tion of the signal has been abolished. 

When trains are required to work at Fernbank the 
signals must be restored to normal. After completion 
of shunting, all signals must be placed and locked at 
proceed before the train departs. No.2 Road has been 
spiked out of service and will be removed at a later 
date. 

The electric staff sections Stratford to Fernbank and 
Fernbank to Bairnsdale have been abolished and 
replaced by the electric staff section Stratford to 
Bairnsdale. The bank engine key at Bairnsdale has 
been abolished. (WN 48/86) 


Moreland: On Sun.7.12, boom-barriers and flashing- 
light signals were installed of the interlocked road 
gates. The existing wicket pedestrian gates were 
retained. (WN 48/86) 

Merri: On Sun.9.11, the interlocked road gates at 
Charles St were abolished and replaced by boom-bar- 
riers and flashing-light signals. The operation of the 
boom-barriers is controlled from the signalbox. The 
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existing pedestrian wicket gates will remain. (WN 
44/86) 


St Albans: On Sun.9.11, the interlocked road gates at 
Main St were abolished and replaced in lieu by boom- 
barriers and flashing-light signals. The operation of the 
boom-barriers is controlled from the signalbox. The 
aa wicket pedestrian gates will remain. (WN 
44/86 


South Geelong: On Fri.7.11, a calling on (light) signal 
was provided on signal post No.2. The calling on (light) 
signal will be operated by a push-button interlocked 
with the boom-barrier cycle. (WN 44/86) 


Laverton: On Sat.11.10, the control of all points and 
signals at Laverton was transferred to the signal control 
panel at Newport signalbox. The signal control panel at 
Laverton will remain in the station building. A facility 
was provided to enable the signal control panel to 
switch for ‘“‘local’’ control. All post telephones at 
Laverton are switched through to Newport and will be 
re-connected to Laverton should it be switched for 
local control. An additional telephone will be provided 
at the Up end points leading to the holding loop. 

The pilot staffs will remain in the station building. 
Until further notice, an employee qualified in the 
Automatic Track Control system and the signal control 
panel must be in attendance at Laverton for all trains, 
and should any failure occur arrangements must be 
made to switch Laverton to local control. Until further 
notice, under no circumstances may the crossover 
points at the Up end of Laverton, nor the points into 
the holding loop be hand operated by the train crew. 
Should it be necessary for these points to be operated 
manually, they may only be operated by the signalman 
at Laverton after switching for local control. The 
telephone in the cabinet near signal post No.6 at the 
Down end of Laverton is connected with the train con- 
troller, Transport House. Nore: (a) Should a failure of 
the remote control system occur, four minutes must 
elapse before the signal control panel can be switched 
for local control, by means of the 5P key switch pro- 
vided on the signal control panel. (b) If it be necessary 
to switch the signal control panel to local control at 
Laverton whilst the remote control system is func- 
tional, the signalman at Newport signalbox must place 
all points and signals at Laverton to the normal posi- 
tion prior to Laverton taking local control. The panel 
may then be switched for local control immediately. 
(WN 45/86) 


Westona: On Sat.11.10, the control of all points and 
signals at Westona was transferred to the signal control 
panel at Newport signalbox. The signal control pane 
was removed and relocated in the relay room for signal 
maintenance purposes only. It will not be available for 
emergency operation. Additional telephones were pro- 
vided at the points at each end of Westona. Al 
telephones at Westona are switched through to 
Newport signalbox. The pilot staffs will remain in the 
cabins located at each end of the platform to permit 
emergency operation of the single line section. (WN 
45/86) 


North Melbourne - Kensington: No.216 home signal, 
No.210 dwarf signal (west tower) and also automatic 
signal UE 147 have been abolished. Nos.15 and 18 
points at Kensington have been sleeved normal and 
ee signal has been taken out of service. (WN 
41/86 
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Ouyen - Pinnaroo: The altered train staff and ticket 
sections between Ouyen and Pinnaroo, the abolition of 
fixed signals at Walpeup, Underbool and Murrayville 
were effected as follows: On Tues.14.10, (1) Walpeup 
was disestablished as a staff station, and the train staff 
and ticket sections Ouyen - Walpeup and Walpeup - 
Underbool were abolished and replaced with the train 
staff and ticket section Ouyen - Underbool. (2) The Up 
and Down home arrival signals, the plunger locks on 
the main line points and the annett lock at Walpeup 
were abolished. Hand locking bars and padlocks were 
provided to secure the main line points at Walpeup. 
Scotch blocks were provided on the siding tracks. (3) 
The staff locks on the Up and Down end main line 
points at Galah and Torrita were abolished and rep- 
laced with hand locking bars and padlocks. (4) The Up 
and Down home arrival signals and the plunger locks 
on the main line points at Underbool were abolished 
and replaced with hand locking bars and padlocks. 
Scotch blocks were provided on the siding tracks. (5) 
Location boards were provided 400 metres from the 
outer facing points at each end at Galah, Walpeup, 
Torrita and Underbool. 

On Tues.21.10, (1) Murrayville was disestablished 
as a Staff station, and Cowangie was established as a 
staff station. (2) The train staff and ticket sections 
Underbool - Murrayville and Murrayville - Pinnaroo 
were abolished and replaced with the train staff and 
ticket sections Underbool - Cowangie and Cowangie - 
Pinnaroo. (3) The staff locks on the Up and Down end 
main line points at Linga, Tutye and Cowangie were 
abolished and replaced in lieu with hand locking bars 
and padlocks. Scotch blocks were provided on the sid- 
ing tracks. (4) Location boards were provided 400 
metres from the outer points at each end at Linga, 
Tutye and Cowangie. 

On Thurs.30.10, (1) The Up and Down home 
arrival signals, the plunger locks on the main line 
points, and the annett lock at Murrayville were 
abolished and replaced by hand locking bars with pad- 
locks. Scotch blocks were provided on the siding tracks. 
(2) The staff locks on the Up and Down end main line 
points at Carina and Panitya were abolished and 
replaced with hand locking bars and padlocks. Scotch 
blocks were provided on the siding tracks. (3) Location 
boards were provided 400 metres from the outer facing 
points at each end at Murrayville, Carina and Panitya. 
Note: The maximum permissible speed of trains when 
running on the straight track and passing over the main 
line points at Galah, Walpeup, Torrita, Underbool, 
Linga, Tutye, Cowangie, Murrayville, Carina and 
Panitya must not exceed 30 km/h. (WN 42/86) 


Berwick: On Sat.22.3, automatic boom-barriers were 
brought into service at Berwick Rd. Signals 4, 8, 12 and 
14 were interlocked with the boom-barrier cycle at Ber- 
wick Rd. Signal D1470 (lever 34) requires No.27 
points normal, previously requiring No.27 points nor- 
mal or reverse. A 5P key switch was provided on the 
platform to hold signal No.14 at stop and prevent 
operation of the boom-barriers if a train is to be held at 
the platform. (WN 14/86) 


Narre Warren: On Sat.22.3, automatic boom-barriers 
were brought into service at Cranbourne Rd. The 
operation of the boom-barriers at Webb St was con- 
verted from manual to automatic operation. Lever 
No.20 was taken out of service and lever No.13 no 
longer has a centre position. A SP key switch was pro- 
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vided on the platform to enable signal No.14 to be held 
at stop to prevent operation of the Webb St boom-bar- 
riers if a train is to be held at the platform. Signals 14 
and 15 were interlocked with express/stopping push 
buttons located at Narre Warren and are also inter- 
locked with the boom-barrier cycle. Signal (17) D1295 
was interlocked with the operation of the Cranbourne 
Rd boom-barriers and the express/stopping push but- 
tons. The annett locked gates at Narre Warren were 
removed and lever No.9 abolished. (WN 14/86) 


Corio: On Wed.9.7, pedestrian boom-barriers were 
installed at the pedestrian access walkway at the Down 
end of the platform. The Down departure signal No.6, 
was interlocked with the pedestrian booms. The opera- 
tion of the boom-barriers will be automatic for all 
movements. For Down movements with signal No.6 at 
stop, the booms will operate but will lift again once the 
train has been proved at stop in the platform. Revers- 
ing the control for signal No.6 will lower the booms 
and clear the signal after 20 seconds. (WN 26/86) 


Lara: On Wed.9.7, pedestrian boom-barriers were 
installed at the pedestrian access walkway at the Down 
end of the platform. The Down departure signal No.6, 
was interlocked with the pedestrian booms. The opera- 
tion of the boom-barriers will be automatic for all 
movements. For Down movements with signal No.6 at 
stop, the booms will operate but will lift again once the 
train has been proved at stop in the platform. Revers- 
ing the control for signal No.6 will lower the booms 
and clear the signal after 13 seconds. In addition, flash- 
ing red lights were installed on both pedestrian cross- 
ings at Lara Lakes Rd and operate in conjunction with 
the flashing lights and boom-barriers. (WN 26/86) 


Nyora: On Fri.11.7, the electric staff sections, Lang 
Lang - Nyora and Nyora - Korumburra were abolished 
and Nyora was dis-established as a staff station and the 
train staff and ticket system was brought into service 
between Lang Lang and Korumburra. The Up and 
Down home signals will remain until further notice. 


Glenburnie: Near Mt. Gambiera on Tues.1.7, the staff 
locks were removed from the main line points and 
were replaced by hand locking bars with padlocks. 
Hinged scotch blocks were provided in the sidings. 
(WN 26/86) 


Woods and Forests Siding: Near Mt. Gambiera on 
Tues.1.7.86, the staff locks were removed from the 
main line points and were replaced by hand locking 
bars with padlocks. Hinged scotch blocks were pro- 
vided in the sidings. (WN 26/86) 


Lismore: On Mon.14.7, the hand locking bar and pad- 
lock on the Up end points to No.3 road were replaced 
by a staff lock. (WN 27/86) 


Derrinallum: On Mon.14.7, the hand locking bar and 
padlock on the Down end points leading to No.2 road 
were replaced by a staff lock. (WN 27/86) 


Keon Park: On Sun.20.7, the Down starting signal, 
post No.29, was relocated 10 metres in a Down direc- 
tion. (WN 28/86). 


Caulfield: On Tues.22.7, No.68 points were renewed 
and the replacement of No.69 catch points with a derail 
and wheel crowder was effected. Lever Nos.64, 67, 69 
and 74 will be sleeved normal (WN 28/86) 


Patterson - Moorabbin: On Sun.27.7, Up automatic 
signal F528 and Down automatic signal F527 were 
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relocated one metre further out from the track. (WN 
29/86) 


Bairnsdale - Orbost: On Fri.25.7, Bruthen and Nowa 
Nowa were dis-established as staff stations. The train 
staff and ticket sections Bairnsdale -Bruthen, Bruthen - 
Nowa Nowa, and Nowa Nowa -Orbost were abolished 
and replaced with the train staff and ticket section 
Bairnsdale - Orbost. The fixed signals and plunger 
locking at Bruthen and Nowa Nowa will remain until 
further notice. (WN 29/86) 


Nyah West: On Mon.28.7, Nyah West was dis-estab- 
lished as a staff station. The train staff and ticket sec- 
tions Swan Hill - Nyah West and Nyah West - Piangil 
were abolished and replaced with the train staff and 
ticket section Swan Hill - Piangil. The fixed signals and 
plunger locking at Nyah West will remain until further 
notice. (WN 30/86) 


Tottenham Yard: On Tues.29.7, the home signal on 
post No.56 was electrically lit. (WN 31/86) 


Mobiltown - Seaholme: The maximum speed of trains 
passing around the curve at the Up end of the bridge 
over Kororoit Creek between Mobiltown and 


Seaholme has been increased from 35 km/h to 60 km/ . 


h. (WN 31/86) 


Glenhuntly - Ormond: On Sun.17.8, Down automatic 
signals F417 and F425 were relocated 4 metres further 
from the track. (WN 32/86) 


Apex Junction - Kilmore East: On Wed.13.8, the 
dwarf signal on post No.12 was altered to apply to the 
Up and Down lines. A “‘limit of shunt’? board is 
located 330 metres in an Up direction from the Down 
home signal, post No.11. (WN 32/86) 


Signals - Spencer St: On Sun.10.8, the approach 
operation for fixed signal Nos.121, 301 and 703 was 
removed. (WN 32/86 


Vite Vite: On Thurs.21.8, the staff locks at the Up and 
Down ends of Vite Vite were abolished. The main line 
points were spiked normal and will be removed at a 
later date. (WN 33/86) 


South Yarra: On Tues.19.8, the emergency cross-over 
points in the Up and Down Sandringham lines were 
abolished. (WN 33/86) 


Ballarat: On Wed.20.8, flashing lights were installed at 
Heinz Lane level-crossing. The operation of the flash- 
ing lights is automatic for all movements. (WN 33/86) 


Glenhuntly: On Fri.22.8, the Up side tramway catch 
points, No.11, were relocated 10 metres further out 
from the crossing. The Tramway catch points were 
motor operated and the disc signal was converted to a 
light signal. A SP key switch was located in the sig- 
nalbox for emergency release of No.11 lever, should a 
failure occur when No.11 is restored to the normal 
position. When operating the SP key switch, the key 
must be turned to the right and held in that position for 
one second. Should the operation of the 5P key switch 
fail to release No.11 lever, the Tramway radio centre 
must be advised. An emergency two-way switch let- 
tered ‘‘hand’’ and ‘‘motor’’ was provided in the sig- 
nalbox. This switch must only be operated by the sig- 
nalman when it is necessary for an appointed tramway 
employee to hand operate No.11 catch points during 
failure conditions. This switch must only be operated 
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in the presence of the appointed tramway employee. 
(WN 33/86) 


Northcote: On Mon.11.8, the Up line turnout at 4 
miles 70 chains 12 links was spiked out of service and 
the sidings will be dismantled. The ‘‘main line 
crossover’’ between 4 miles 71 chains 45 links and 4 
miles 73 chains 94 links will be spiked out of use at a 
later date. (WN 34/86) 


Officer: On Sat.6.9, automatic boom-barriers were 
brought into service at Station St and Cardinia Rd. Sig- 
nal D1632 was interlocked with the boom-barriers at 
Station St. A 5P key switch was provided on the Up 
platform to enable the signal to be held at stop to pre- 
vent unnecessary operation of the boom-barriers. 
(WN 34/86) 


Pakenham: On Sat.6.9, automatic boom-barriers were 
brought into service at McGregor Rd and Main St. 
Automatic signal D1624 is controlled by lever No.10 in 
Pakenham signalbox and is interlocked with the 
McGregor Rd boom-barriers. Signal Nos.6, 8, 12, 14 
and 16 are interlocked with the Main St boom-barrier 
cycle. Push buttons interlocked with Signal No.14 were 
provided on the signal control panel for the selection of 
“Up express” or ‘‘Up stopping”’ trains. 


Maroona: On Wed.3.9, the Down home arrival signal 
from the Cressy line was converted to a light signal. 
The operation of the signal is from the quadrants to a 
wire operated circuit controller and repeaters were pro- 
vided at the points and platform. (WN 35/86) 


Paisley - Laverton: On Sun.14.9, in order to improve 
the view of automatic signals Nos.G554, GG554, 
G672 and GG672 between Paisley and Laverton, the 
lights were reverse staggered, i.e., fixed diagonally, top 
light on right hand side of post, bottom light on left 
hand side of post. (WN 35/86) 


Sale - Stratford Junction - Stratford - Maffra: On 
Mon.8.9, the electric staff sections Sale - Stratford 
Junction and Stratford Junction - Stratford were 
abolished and replaced by an electric staff section Sale - 
Stratford. An intermediate electric staff instrument 
was provided at Stratford Junction. The electric staff 
section Maffra - Stratford Junction was abolished and 
replaced by the train staff and ticket system. Stratford 
Junction interlocking was abolished and all signals, 
except the Down home arrival off the Maffra line, 
were also abolished. This signal is operated from a 
quadrant near the points. The junction points were 
staff locked and normally set towards Sale with a catch 
point on the Maffra line. (WN 35/86) 


Swan Hill - Piangil line: All the resleepering has been 
completed and the relaying gang, replacing 6.7 m (22 
ft) lengths of 30 kg/m (60 lb) rail with welded lengths 
of used 47 kg/m (94 Ib) rail, is about 4 km from Piangil 
having started at Woorinen. The sledding, ballasting 
and tamping gangs have reached Nyah West. All pre- 
vious safeworking facilities have been removed includ- 
ing signals and plunger and staff locks, etc. between 
the Up outer searchlight signal at Swan Hill and 
Piangil. All sidings and crossing loops were bulldozed 
and the areas regraded to allow gravity shunting at each 
silo. The crossing loops have not been restored and 
each station consists of a loop siding only. Piangil will 
need a run round facility but the station area was still 
being regraded so the final layout is unclear at this 
stage. It seems likely only one train at a time will be 
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able to travel beyond Swan Hill. The line beyond 
Piangil appears to be facing closure. Trains, hauled by 
two T class, and consisting of 15 (?) VHMYs, run one 
daily trip on the line to deliver ballast. The trains are 
hauled with the locos leading to the drop-off point and 
then pushed back to the closest siding where the 
engines run around. All points on the line are secured 
with clips and without operating levers at present. (WJ) 


Kyabram: The toilet block at Kyabram station was 
demolished during the third week of August 1986. A 
timber and galvanised iron structure has since been 
built on the same foundations as the old block. The 
Down end crossover points have been spiked out of 
use and two of the levers were disconnected. Another 
two levers have been chalked for removal. (MT) 


Frankston line: For some weeks, buses have 
substituted for trains during weekends and on weekday 
evenings, from Caulfield to Cheltenham. 

In recent weeks a brick station building has been 
built on the Up platform at Glenhuntly. A third track 
on the Down side of the Down line has been laid bet- 
ween Glenhuntly and Ormond. 

On the weekend 13-14 December the Down track 
was slewed, at the Down end of Glenhuntly, to the 
new track, and the latter was connected in almost a 
straight line to the Down track just on the Up side of 
Ormond. The Up track, just north of Ormond, was 
connected to the former Down track, which was 
slewed to connect with the Up track at Glenhuntly. 
The angle of the slew at Glenhuntly appears to be less 
than the former slew at the Up end of Ormond, which 
was inconvenient to standing passengers. 

At Glenhuntly the new station building has opened, 
with an airconditioned waiting room, through which 
access is gained to the Up platform with automatically- 
operated sliding doors to protect waiting passengers 
from the weather. The staff can hold the doors closed 
when a train arrives. Most of the remaining wooden 
building has been demolished, but the signal box 
remains with mechanical signals on both Up and Down 
lines at the Glenhuntly Rd crossing. While the signal 
box remains in its present form, the new Up track can- 
not be laid through its platform. 


The signals on the Up and Down tracks between 
Glenhuntly and Ormond are style R signals, with three 
lenses replacing the former single lens variety. The 
lights of automatic signals are staggered in the opposite 
direction to the former signals, with the top signal on 
the right of the post to make them more clearly visible 
to train drivers. 

Now that the crossover on the Down side of 
Glenhuntly has been abolished, there is no controlled 
signal for the Up track on the Down side of 
Glenhuntly. As a result, there is one less signal bet- 
ween Ormond and Glenhuntly, and when the 
Glenhuntly starting signal is at stop the signal FM434 
at the Up end of Ormond station, which has been 
moved about 15 metres further towards Glenhuntly, 
shows ‘“‘reduce to medium speed’’, where the corres- 
ponding signal used to show ‘‘clear normal speed’’. 

The new Up track appears to be complete from the 
Down end of Glenhuntly to the north side of McKin- 
non Rd, the rail crossing over that road not yet being 
installed. The boom-gate on the west side at McKin- 
non Rd has been moved to accommodate the new 
track. From the south side of McKinnon Rd the new 
Up track appears to be complete to the south side of 
Centre Rd. 

From the south side of Centre Rd to a junction on 
the Down side of Moorabbin the new Down track has 
been laid but is not completely ballasted. There is a fac- 
ing crossover from that track to the centre (present 
Down) track, and part of a crossover from the latter 
towards the present Up track. 

The new Down platform at Patterson appears to be 
complete, but that at Moorabbin still needs paving, and 
the station building on it is incomplete. The junction 
converting three tracks to two, south of the Nepean 
Hwy bridge, has connections between each track and 
its adjacent track. 

Style R signals for Down trains have been placed in 
position in conjunction with the future centre track at 
the Down ends of Ormond, McKinnon and Bentleigh 
stations, and there are some other such signals in a few 
positions facing the future Down track, to replace pre- 
sent signals which are slanted with the upper light on 
the left of the post. 

There are several gangs carrying out the work. 


Restored Tait train 381M-341T-317M cross the Yarra River near South Yarra on Sat.13.12.86, during ElecRail’s trip 
to celebrate the return to service of restored 341T. (John Dare) 
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Delays, Derailments, Etc. 


Overhead failure — Flinders St: On Tues.2.12, the 
overhead wiring under Swanston St bridge between 
platform 1 and 14 was damaged. As a result no trains 
from the Clifton Hill group were able to proceed to 
Spencer St and the City Loop and therefore all depar- 
tures were direct to Jolimont. The evening peak period 
was rather chaotic. Typically the 16 54 Epping departed 
late followed by the 15 03 Greensborough and even- 
tually the 1650 Hurstbridge. The 1657 Traralgon 
departed from platform 12 and the Burnley group 
trains were also affected as platform 2 was out of use 
also. (PJS) 


Spencer St derailment: On Tues.13.1, a Comeng set 
— bound for Broadmeadows derailed on the Spencer St 
viaduct at 1110, knocking down three stanchions 
which caused the overhead wiring to sag. The consist 
of the train was (from the west end) 403M-1052T- 
— 312M-326M-1031T-325M. 325’s pantograph was 
~ totally wrecked and 326M lost its pantograph. On the 
spot repairs were carried out to the set before Y118 and 
- X46 towed it to Jolimont workshops at 13 57. (PB) 


Right: B61 climbs towards Parwan with an Up Ballarat pass. 
Thurs.14.8.86. (Terry Dexter) 


Below: A Down Oakleigh Harris train departs from platform 3 
at Caulfield on Fri.6.2.87. This is unusual as platform 3 is 
usually reserved for Up trains. (John Buckland) 
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Taildisc 


G42 restoration: Further to the photographs by John 
Dare titled ‘‘'G42 Restoration’’, which appeared in the 
Jan.1987 issue of Newsrail showing the transfer of G42 
from Belgrave to Menzies Creek on 20.9.86, to start to 
restoration of the engine which commenced on the 
23.9.86. 

I would like your readers to realise that restoration of 
Victoria’s remaining 2'6” Garratt G42 will only be 
completed with donations of either labour, materials or 
money once the CEP grant finishes. 

I appeal to all your readers to help us to “‘Get G42 
Going”’ by sending a donation or letter offering assis- 
tance to PBPS Museum Fund For G42, PO Box 156, 
Belgrave, Vic. 3160. All donations over $2 are fully tax 
deductible. 

Once again congratulations to John on his photo- 
graphs. With the help of your readers I hope it will not 
be too long before he can photograph G42 steaming 
out of Belgrave. (Bruce West, Convenor, PBPS ‘‘Get 
G42 Going Committee’’) 


Reader’s questions: (1) What was the purpose of 
electrifying the original Spencer St country passenger 
platforms, and did ever an E class electric loco perform 
shunting duties? (2) Why are the track centres at 
Heyington so wide? (3) Circa 1944, a CM plunged 
down the embankment between Footscray and South 
Kensington. What was the number? (4) What is the 
one message, and what does the letters stand for? 
RL) 


P. J. P,. PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 


MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to Place your Advertisement: Using block letters 
include full name, address and phone number and send 
with cheque (no cash) payable to the ARHS to the 
Advertising Manager, Michael de Josselin, 6 Roymar 
Crt., Wonga Park, 3115. Closing date of Advertisements 
is the 18th of each month. 


Charges: A minimum of $3.00 per entry per month. A 
maximum of 5 words per line and a limit of 6 lines. If 
more than 6 lines are required a surcharge of 50 cents 
per line applies. 


WANTED TO SELL 


HO/OO: Full range of Romford locomotive driving wheels, 
axles, gear sets and crankpins. Jackson wagon, coach, 
locomotive bogie and tender wheels, screw and three 
link couplings. K’s motors, 5 pole with integrated 
gearbox. MRRC 5 pole motors, replaces Romford 
Bulldog, some Hornby, Airfix, etc. Please write for full 
HO/00 Stock/price list. Our Mobile Display will be at the 
Woodend Model Railway Exhibition, Uniting Church Hall, 
Daylesford Road, Woodend on Friday, 27th March, 1 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. and Saturday, 28th March, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
P.J.P. Productions, 20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 
3437. 


VR Newsletters: From 50's, 60’s and 70's. Write for 
details and order form. Prices from 50 cents to $2.50 for 
the Centenary issue. Books: Various VR official publica- 
tions and WTT'’s, interstate public timetables, some NSW 
and SAR publications. For details, write to Tenet Books, 
Transport Section, P.O. Box 180, Hawthorn, 3122. 
Inquiries 859 1977. 

VR Signal Diagrams: A large collection, dating back to 
1916, set out in two separate folders. Offers, in writing, to 
Tenet Books, P.O. Box 180, Hawthorn, 3122. 


M232 heads out of Nowingi with a rake of VOFX wagons for loading with gypsum. Thurs.22.12.86. (Allan Fountain) 
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WES ENCINS Sled 
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MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 

5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 I 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 

Hours: Monday-Tuesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. I 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. tc 9 p.m. | 

Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. I 
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HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 
Transport House TRAIN WORLD 
Ground Floor 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
‘ OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
589 Collins Street Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. | 
Model Trains from U.S.A./U.K. Good range always in stock. 
Melbourne 3000 New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 


HOBBYCRAFT 


1 
: I 
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1987 OVERSEAS KAIL TOUKS 


CROYDON TRAVEL OPERATORS OF OVERSEAS RAILFAN TOURS SINCE 1972 OFFER: 
1. 10 MAY CHINA AND NORTH KOREA: Be the first to visit North Korea,Tangshan steam 
works, Shenyang Museum and much more. 2-3 weeks. 


10 MAY TURKEY, YUGOSLAVIA, HUNGARY: 1000’s of kilometres on steam specials. 
3 weeks. 


28 JUNE NORTH EAST CHINA: Incorporating many narrow gauge forestry lines. 16 days. 


6 AUG. ZIMBAWBE AND ZAMBIA: Daytime specials in both countries. Many special events 
and much Garratt action. 3 weeks. South African option. 


19 AUG. AUSTRIA, FINLAND 150th Anniversary Steam Extravaganza plus 8 days of 
unique EAST GERMAN steam specials plus much more. 4 weeks. 


20 SEPT. THAILAND: Steam specials over the River Kwai, 2-8-2’s to the north-east Thai 
mountains. Many photostops, unique tour. 2 weeks. 


4 DEC. PAKISTAN: Steam specials, many photostops, many classes. 3 weeks. 
20 DEC. CHINA: Christmas in the snow. Many steam highlights. LOW COST. 


CROYDON TRAVEL CENTRE 34 Main St., Croydon, Vic. 3136. Phone: (03) 725 8555 
THE RAILFAN TRAVEL AGENT 


Return this coupon to: Please forward full details of Tour Number. 
Croydon Travel 

34 Main St, Name Address 
Croydon Vic. 3136 


Postcode. 
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= THE ASSOCIATION 


OF RAILWAY ENTHUSIASTS 
(SPECIALISTS IN OVERSEAS RAIL TOURS) 


Tse] ~~ PROUDLY OFFER YOU 


THE FOLLOWING DESTINATIONS: 


TURKEY FOR THE OTTOMAN RAILWAY EXPRESS 


Departs 18 May 1987. Probably your last opportunity to capture Turkish 
steam in action. 


SOUTHERN EUROPE, THE ADRIATIC AND 150th ANNIVERSARY OF | 


THE AUSTRIAN RAILWAYS 


Departs 7 August 1987. Visiting Greece, Yugoslavia, Hungary and 
culminating with steam specials and events in Austria to celebrate 150 
years of Austrian Railways. 


NEW ENGLAND IN THE FALL 


Departs 19 September 1987. The most beautiful season of all in the New 
England States of U.S.A. and Maritime Provinces of Canada. 


For further information write to: 
A.R.E. OVERSEAS TOURS 
PO. Box 187 
Croydon, Vic. 3136 
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